
 

 

Year 3 to 5 attainment within the new curriculum 
 
Dear parents 
 
On Monday your child will be coming home with their Spring Term report. Prior to this, 
I wanted to provide you with this update regarding achievement within the National 
Curriculum. 
 
Before the government made the changes to the primary curriculum by creating a 
more challenging program of study, in schools such as Preston Hedge’s Primary School, 
the proportion of children targeted and achieving above expectation levels in English 
and Maths was approximately 50% of the year group.  
 
Under the new, much harder, curriculum (which was assessed formally last year in 
Year 6 for the first time) the proportions of pupils achieving the new higher standard in 
the UK in outstanding schools has reduced to 20% - 1 in 5 pupils in the year group. In 
2016, only 5% of all pupils in Year 6 children nationally achieved the higher standard in 
Reading, Writing and Maths. 
 
As our pupils move through Years 3 to 5, learning the new, more challenging 
curriculum, there may be pupils for whom it is appropriate to switch their target from 
‘greater depth’ to ‘at’, to reflect the challenge of the new curriculum. This is to ensure 
that you have a better understanding of exactly how your child is doing and where in 
the new curriculum they are working. Equally, for some pupils, as they gain a deeper 
understanding of the new curriculum, their target may move from ‘at’ to ‘greater 
depth’ or from ‘working within’ to ‘at’. 
 
Please rest assured that if your child’s target switches from ‘greater depth’ to ‘at’, we 
are still working, as ever,  to give your child a strong platform to succeed and if at any 
point we feel that their target needs amending, we will immediately put this in place. 
 
We are really proud of the achievement of our children within the school. Should you 
have any questions, your child’s class teacher will be able to speak to you at Parent’s 
Evening, or alternatively  Mr Watson, Miss Jenkins and myself are available, as always,  
to discuss your child’s learning with you. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Tracey Coles 
Assistant Headteacher 


