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Happy New Year 
 

Happy New Year! I hope you and your families had a lovely break over Christmas 
and the New Year.  

 
 

Hope Centre 
A huge thank you to all our families who generously donated to the Hope Centre 
over Christmas. They were delighted with our contribution and have sent us a 
lovely little certificate below. 

 
 

 
 

http://www.prestonhedges.northants-sch.uk/
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Space Dome & Space Celebration Days 
 

 
Both Year R and Year 5 are studying Space this term and on Tuesday the Space 
Dome from the National Space Centre will be taking over the hall. 
 
Year R, as you can see from the picture, are already preparing for the day in their 
Space Dome! 
 
Both year groups will also be having celebration days: 
 
Tuesday 15th January – Year 5 
Wednesday 16th January -Year R 
 

Parent Governor Election Result 
Thank you to all of you who voted in our Parent Election last term. An even bigger 
thank you to those of you who put yourself forward for the roles.  
 
We are delighted to be able to confirm that Mrs Kat Wittich-Jackson and Dr Mu-
Mu were appointed to the Governing body for 2019. 

 
Breakfast and After School Club Staffing 

For those families who use Breakfast and After School Club, could I let you know 
that Mrs Liz Bates, Our Manager, left the provision at Christmas. 
 



 

 

Mrs Nicky Smith, will now lead the morning sessions with Miss Olivia Lang 
looking after the afternoons. Both ladies work Monday to Friday and are happy to 
answer any questions should they arise. 
 
 

 
 

Year 2 Class Assemblies in February 
Our Year 2 class assemblies are at the end of this term on the following dates. 
 
Thursday 14th February @ 9.05am 2M Class Assembly 
 
Friday 15th February @ 9.05am 2W Class Assembly 
 
 

Year 4 Strings Recital 
On Friday 1st February at 2.30pm, Year 4 will be holding a Strings Recital for family 
members to showcase their learning. 

 

 
Our Curriculum Topics – Term 3 

 
Year R – Space 

Year 1 – Fashion & Design 

Year 2 – Frozen Planet 

Year 3 – World War II 

Year 4 -Protecting our Planet – Oceans to Owls 

Year 5 – Space 

Year 6 – Photography 
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Year R - Space 

 

Our theme for this term is Space! Through our theme, linked to the creative area of 
the curriculum, we will be exploring Space Art.  Our tin can aliens are looking 
amazing!   
We are looking forward to a visit from the Space Centre - they are bringing a star 
dome to explore the story of the sun and the moon on Tuesday 15th January.   
 
Space Day is the following day and the teachers are excited to be dressing up as 
space explorers and we cannot wait to see the children in their outfits.  
 
This term in Maths we will be learning about the names and properties of 3D 
shapes and looking at shape in our environment. We will be learning to count in 5s 
and how to double and halve objects and quantities.   
 
Thank you for your continued support with your child’s reading and your 
comments in their blue reading journey. Please could you ensure that the blue 
reading folder is in their book bag every day. 
 
We will also be celebrating Chinese New Year in February, more details to follow 
nearer the time. 
 
Our PE days have changed - both classes will now do PE on a Friday. However, 
please ensure your child’s PE kit is in school at all times. On Tuesdays, both 
reception classes will enjoy taking part in dance with the fantastic Mrs Spence. She 
is currently teaching them an amazing alien dance! 
 
Can we ask for your help? To support our Expressive Arts and Design area of the 
curriculum could you give us any reclaimed materials (empty cereal boxes, kitchen 
roll tubes, ribbon etc) that you no longer require? However, unfortunately we 
cannot use toilet roll tubes or egg boxes for hygiene reasons. 

 



 

 

Year 1 – Fashion & Design 

         

During this term the children will be learning all about Fashion! 
 
The children will have the opportunity to explore the work of three different artists 
including: Wassily Kandinsky, Jackson Pollock and Piet Mondrian. The children 
will be using various materials including: paint, pastels and collage to re-create 
works of their own. They will then use this as inspiration to create their own t-
shirt, which they will showcase at our fashion show at the end of the term!  
We are so excited to share our learning with you and we will send home further 
information of this special event closer to the time!  
 
As part of our ICT curriculum, the children will be learning to access the internet 
and using it to research our key artist as part of our topic. The children will then be 
using the information to create fact sheets about their favourite artist using 
Microsoft Word. 
 
The children continue to work hard in their phonics, learning to decode both real 
and nonsense words. To support their phonics understanding further, during our 
individual reading, we are focusing on identifying previously learnt sounds when 
decoding words to read. In addition to this, to build fluency, the children are 
encouraged to identify known words and to read them without sounding out. If you 
would like to practise with your child at home, there are lots resources and games 
available on the following websites: 

www.letter-and-sounds.com 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

 

In Maths the children will be learning to use their jottings to solve addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division problems.  
 
This term in our English lessons, in addition to exploring fiction texts, the children 
will begin to look at non-fiction texts. The children will compare them to the 
fiction texts already covered and use the special features of the texts in their own 
writing. 
 

http://www.letter-and-sounds.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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The Big Outdoors!! 
Over the next term we will be linking our learning in English to the big outdoors, 
Exploring settings, re-telling stories and going on adventures. We can’t wait! 
1D – on Thursday   
1S – on Wednesday 
 
As the weather gets colder, please make sure your child has their outdoor P.E kit in 
school as we put this on underneath our big outdoor suits to keep us warm. 
 
Lastly, Year 1 will be having Specialist Dance sessions which will typically be on a 
Tuesday afternoon this term. The exception to this will be next week, when they 
will be on Monday 14th. 

 
We would like to say a big thank you for all the continued support at home and 
please feel free to speak to a member of the Year 1 team if you have any queries.  
 
 

 

 

Year 2 – Frozen Planet 

 

Term Two ended with much excitement, including the culmination of the children’s 
work to produce a fantastic fish display and Christmas crafts, party and of course 
breakfast with Santa.  
 
Term Three promises more exciting learning opportunities and sees the introduction 
of a new topic, Frozen Planet. During the topic the children will learn about the 
locality of the Polar Regions, the weather, animals and Inuit people. The children 
will also be completing artwork inspired by Charles Bezzina.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Towards the end of the term, the children will be taking part in an art celebration 
day at school where they will be creating their own Polar landscapes and some of the 
inhabitants. For this we would appreciate donations of small, empty water bottles 
and small, clean plastic milk bottles. More details about the day to follow nearer the 
time.  
 
At the start of the term, Literacy lessons will link to our topic. The research 
completed by the children during topic lessons will help them to write a non-
chronological report about the Frozen Planet. We will also focus on the features of a 
non-chronological report and explore ways to make it exciting, including using fact 
boxes and intriguing sub-headings.    
 
Maths this term we will be covering areas of measure, including capacity. The 
children will be making estimates, measuring and comparing amounts of measure. 
We will also be revisiting areas of number, such as addition and subtraction.  
 
Science lessons will focus on living things and their habitats. The children will 
explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead and things 
that have never been alive. In addition, they will discover a range of habitats and how 
animals obtain their food from plants and other animals.   
 
SPaG lessons were introduced towards the end of last term and the children settled 
into the new routine well. SPaG will continue to be delivered daily and the children’s 
progress will be included on their next report. Spellings will continue to be given out 
on a Monday with the quiz the following week and homework on a Friday, due in 
the following Wednesday.  
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Whilst the children have had weekly guided reading sessions and 1:1 reading, this 
term sees the introduction of comprehension lessons. The aim of these sessions is to 
build on existing skills and learn new strategies to read and answer a range of 
question types. Guided reading and individual reading will also continue weekly.  
 

We are pleased to share that PE this term includes a rugby coach from The Saints 
where the children will learn a range of skills. The children will also have dance 
sessions in preparation for their assembly.  

 

Year 3 – World War II 

 

Our first topic of the New Year is World War II. During this topic, the children will 
learn about one of the world’s major historical events and its impact on Britain from 
1939-45 and beyond. Some of the themes will include: key events and battles during 
the war, the role of women and others on the home front, life in Britain and life as 
an evacuee. We aim to bring these themes together during our Celebration Day later 
in the term.  
 
On this day, the children will step back in time when they experience how rationing 
changed what food was eaten and will even be baking some WW II inspired food. 
Then, they will become codebreakers and solve cyphers and codes that were used to 
send messages during the war. The WW II experience will culminate in a street 
party, which were held to celebrate Britain’s victory and the end of the war.  

 

In ICT this term we will cover two exciting areas. Firstly, the children will be 
introduced to spreadsheets through Microsoft Excel. The key concepts of 
spreadsheets will be explored through games and puzzles aimed at allowing your 



 

 

child to learn something new, in a fun way. Later in the term, the children will 
experience blogging and will be able to create their own, unique blog, designed and 
created to their own styles.  

 

On Thursday afternoons, we will continue to plan and carry out fun experiments to 
develop our scientific understanding. This term, our Science topic is light.  As part 
of this, we will investigate different sources of light and the patterns between light 
and shadow.  
 
This term’s indoor PE will be Zumba on a Friday afternoon, for both classes. In 
addition to Zumba, we will begin preparation for the Cross Country season with a 
regular practice. Cross country is a great opportunity for the children to try a new 
sport, improve fitness and possibly compete in upcoming cross country events.   

 

In our English sessions, we will be reading a variety of non-chronological reports 
before writing our own non-chronological report about specific animals. We have 
already begun using the I-Pads to develop our factual knowledge about different 
animals, ready for report writing. This English unit will be followed by story 
writing. Our writing outcomes will reflect the story of ‘The Frog Prince’ by Jon 
Scieskza and Steve Johnson.  
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Year 4 – Protecting our Planet – Oceans to Owls 

 

Year 4 will be immersing themselves into all-things conservation with particular 
emphasis on the world’s oceans and the beautiful, but endangered, British owls.  

We shall begin the term learning about plastic pollution and its impact on wildlife 
and the environment which will include a fascinating and exciting trip to 
Birmingham’s Sea Life Centre. Details of this visit will follow shortly.  

During our afternoons, the children will be learning about the Earth’s seas and 
oceans and the effect that they have upon our planet. As part of their learning, they 
will explore the impact of currents and tides to understand and explain how tonnes 
of plastic arrives on the world’s beaches and areas of natural beauty.  

Already the children have shown a passion for reducing the amount of plastic 
entering the seas and are keen to educate others to promote change. To help deliver 
their message, we will be providing the opportunity for the children to develop a 
media broadcast to share with school about their ideas and inform the school 
community about what they have learnt.  

The children will research how plastic is harming wildlife in the ocean and through 
the World Wildlife Fund they will sponsor an endangered animal as a year group.  

Finally, to conclude our topic of the oceans, we will be examining the artworks of 
J.M.W. Turner and Katsushika Hokusai and will recreate their most famous works 
through a variety of media. 

As part of our Literacy, the children will be studying the magical, classic text of 
Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. Their writing will be inspired by the Mad 
Hatter’s tea party which we will imagine and explore during lessons and a drama-
based celebration day.  
 



 

 

Our Science Thursdays will be continuing and we will investigate solids, liquids 
and gases and how their states of matter change according to temperature. 
 
Finally, our PE Curriculum will continue to take place on Wednesday afternoons 
and this term will develop their throwing and catching skills. We will be using 
games such as netball and bench-ball to practise these skills whilst enhancing their 
ability to communicate as a team.  

 
 

Year 5 Space & Sikhism 
Throughout the term, Year 5 will continue to explore the fascinating religion of 
Sikhism by looking into their values, beliefs and ceremonies. We will visit the local 
Gurdwara, which contains a gallery of art and history of the Sikh faith, and the 
children will partake, if they please, in a traditional Sikh ceremony. The children 
will also experience Sikh cuisine within the Langar (food hall) made and served by 
the Sikhs who volunteer at the Gurdwara.  
 
Furthermore, the children will be stargazing inside a Space Dome and observing the 
sights that the universe has to offer. Inside the Space Dome, the children will meet 
an astronomer, who will explain the different constellations in the night-sky, what 
they mean and the history behind them. Through weekly Science lessons, our  
budding scientists will learn about and research the movement of the Earth and 
other plants in relation to the Sun and the Moon.  
 
In ICT, Year 5 will be using audio editing software, called Audacity, to create their 
own sounds and music. Here, the children will splice, record and edit their own 
music and soundscapes whilst using complicated software to enhance their 
computing skills. Moreover, not only will they be editing music but also editing 
their own photos using moulding, sharpening and scrubbing to manipulate the 
image. 

 
During English lessons, Year Five will be rehearsing how to write a formal 
persuasive letter in role, formulating a descriptive setting based on a story from 
another culture and completing a report based on a fictitious criminal event.  
 
Within Mathematics, the children will be completing arithmetic sessions, learning 
about calculations, exploring fractions, decimals, percentages and investigating 
shape. In addition to this, the children will be honing their reasoning skills through 
weekly focused reasoning lessons. 
 
In addition to this, as part of our modern foreign language unit, Year Five will have 
an amazing opportunity to learn Mandarin, live with a teacher who lives in China. 
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This will give the children a core understanding of basic Mandarin, which over 13% 
of the entire world’s population speak. These interactive web streamed sessions will 
help develop the year group’s multi-linguistic skills.  
 
 
During Physical Education lessons, the children will be developing their 
fundamental movement skills through a variety of multi-sport activities. This will 
allow the children to try and compete against their own personal best records and 
help develop their agility, balance and co-ordination skills  
 

 
 
 

Year 6 Photography 

 
We are starting the new year off with a new and exciting topic! This term, Year 
Six will be studying Photography as part of our curriculum. We shall be learning 
about the different techniques associated with photography, such as the rule of 
thirds, and using them to enhance our own pictures. Each week we will be taking 
photographs around a certain theme and using a new technique we have learnt. 
This will allow us to create a portfolio of our own work to share with our peers. 
The topic will culminate in a celebration day where we produce and present a 
selection of photographs.  
 
Our Science sessions will focus on human and animal anatomy. We will be 
studying the components of blood and the functions of organs such as the heart. 
The children will learn about these through a number of different investigations 
throughout the term.  
 
In our PE sessions this term we will be studying netball. We will be working with 
Mrs Armstrong and selecting a team to compete in an upcoming event against 
other schools. Additionally, we will be training for the popular Woodford Halse 
Cross Country Competition later this term.     
 



 

 

 
During English lessons, Year Six will be focusing on a number of different genres 
in writing from non-chronological reports to short descriptive story extracts. We 
will also be continuing to develop our reading comprehension skills by breaking 
questions down and using succinct evidence from the text to support our answers.  
 
Within Mathematics, we will continue to keep our arithmetic skills sharp through 
weekly practice and begin to look at the strands of measure and shape in the wider 
context. We will also be enhancing our reasoning skills at the end of the week 
through a variety of focused reasoning questions based on strands we have covered 
this year.    
 
Have a lovely weekend. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


