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Our Charities for 2018-19 

 

 
 

This year we have chosen to raise support and awareness with our children for 

local, national and international charities. We have created an amazing display in 
the front entrance of the school celebrating these fantastic charities. Year Six spent 

the whole day working with a local graffiti artist to create the eye-catching display! 
Please feel free to pop in and have a look.   

 

http://www.prestonhedges.northants-sch.uk/
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Local: 
The Hope Centre is a local charity that we have supported for many years. The 
Northampton Hope Centre welcomes people who are homeless, disadvantaged or 
vulnerable, whatever their reasons and circumstances might be. The Centre looks 
after around 100 people each day and records over 20,000 visits per year, with over 
1000 clients. Over the course of the year, we will talk to the children about the issues 
homeless people face, and about poverty and what the Centre is doing to help using 
the money that we raise in school. Our first visitor will come from the Hope Centre 
to speak to the children on Monday.  
 
 
National: 
The school will continue to support our two national charities, as they are extremely 
important to us as a school. The number of people with cancer is growing every day 
and with the money we raise over the course of the year, we will help to reach and 
improve the lives of every one of those people.  With that in mind, we will be holding 
our annual Race for Life next year. This will be our 3rd year of holding the event 
where you can run, jog, skip or walk and it is a great opportunity for the whole 
community to get involved in. We have also already held our annual Macmillan 
Coffee Afternoon raising a fantastic £479.  
 
 
International: 
The World Wildlife Fund is our new international charity we will be supporting this 
year. Our mission is to help support the vital work they do to help protect some of 
the world's most vulnerable animals, places and people, tackle climate change and 
address the unsustainable consumption of precious natural resources.  
 
Our new Science Curriculum will include topics on Conversation of Animals, where 
we will support international projects by adopting animals and on Recycling and 
protecting our planet. 
 

Science on a Thursday! 

  
 



 

 

This term we have introduced Science focused afternoons on a Thursday. The 
teachers in Years 2-6 will dedicate Thursday afternoons to come together to excite 
your child’s curiosity about changes and events in the world, as well as enabling your 
child to question and discuss scientific issues that may affect their own lives. If you 
would like to see the Science curriculum your child will be covering, you can find it 
in the Curriculum section of the school website, in your child’s Phase. 
 
 

Christmas at Preston Hedge’s 
 
 

 
 

 
I know it is very, very early but we are planning for Christmas and have some 
important dates for you! 
 
Friday 7th December @ 9.05am & 2.45pm Year R Nativity 
 
Friday 14th December – Years R-2 FOPH Breakfast with Santa 
 
Friday 14th December @ 2pm – Christmas Open Afternoon with the Reindeers – 
All Years – Family members invited into school to simply enjoy Christmas. More 
will follow. 
 
Monday 17th December @ 2pm Year 5 & 6 Christmas Performance “The 
Snowman”  
 
Tuesday 18th December - @ 2pm & 6.30pm Year 5 & 6 Christmas Performance 
“The Snowman”  
 
Ticket arrangements will follow in December for the Year 5 & 6 Performance. 
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Children in Need – Friday 16th November 
 

 
 

Next Friday is Children In Need and we are inviting our children to come school in 
Mufti (Non-uniform). We would therefore ask that that you make a family 
donation to the Charity, which can be brought into school. 
 
 

 
Pupil Photographs – Tuesday 13th November 

On Tuesday our children are having their individual photographs taken during the 
school day. They will also have photo’s taken with siblings who currently attend 
the school. The school Office will then send home viewing cards for the 
photographs later in the month, so you can purchase pictures if you wish. 
 
 

 
SPAG Guides 

A huge thank you to all those parents who attended our SPAG workshops last 
night. 
 
You should have received our SPAG guides and Glossary as promised with our 
Newsletter this week. 
 

 

 
 

Year 4 Assemblies – Next week 
Just a reminder that our Year 4 assemblies are next week. 
 
Thursday 15th November – 9.05am – 4C Class Assembly 
 
Friday 16th November – 9.05am – 4P Class Assembly 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
No Entry! 

A little request for help. If you pick up your child or children from After School 
Club by car, could we ask that you enter the site through the entrance instead of the 
exit. 
 
We are just conscious that as it is getting dark we don’t want any near misses on 
site. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

Curriculum Updates 
 
 

 

 
Winter in Reception 
We are delighted with how well our lovely children 
have settled back into school after their half term 
holiday. To enable us to start our learning promptly 
can we ask you to say goodbye to your child at the 
main classroom door. This encourages and supports 
their independent skills when putting away their 
things and hanging up their coats. A member of the 
team will be at the door if you need to speak to us. 
 
Our theme for this term is Winter then moving into 
Christmas celebrations. Through our Winter theme, 
linked to our knowledge and understanding area of 
the curriculum, we will look closely at similarities, differences, pattern and changes 
using ice, liquid and different textures. Please could we ask that you bring a small, 
clear, empty, plastic bottle for your child to allow us to create a wonderful 
snowman which they will be able to take home for Christmas.  
 
The children are more independent when getting changed for PE, thank you for 
your support with this. Please remember to remove any earrings on your PE day, 
RP Thursday, RJ Friday. As it gets colder can you ensure your child has a tracksuit 
for outdoor PE/ the ‘Big Outdoors’. 
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This term in Maths we have been learning to count in 2s and have been creating 
repeating patterns. We will then be comparing size and looking at estimation. In 
English we are working on hearing and writing sounds in simple words.  Thank 
you for your continued support with your child’s reading and your comments in 
their blue reading journey.  Please could you ensure that the blue reading folder is 
in their book bag every day.  
 
 
We are really looking forward to sharing our Nativity performance with you, 
which will be on 7th December at 9:05am and 2:30pm, you are all welcome to attend. 
Parts and lines to follow and school will provide the costumes. 
 
 
We will be walking to the local church on 10th December to listen to the Christmas 
story.  
 
 
An exciting and busy half term to come! 

 
 
Year 1 – Festivals and Celebrations around the world! 

 
 
Year 1 have had a fantastic first term and have settled really well into their new 
routines. During this term the children will be learning about Festivals and 
celebrations from around the world. The children will have the chance to share 
their own experiences and be tolerant of other faiths and beliefs. We have had a 
brilliant start to our new topic, helping our friends to celebrate Diwali! The 
children enjoyed making Diwali cards, decorative candle holders and even a tasty 
vegetable curry, yum! We are looking forward to comparing this to the Christian 
celebration of Christmas, with a special visit to the local church. 



 

 

The children have made a wonderful start to their phonics and are now working 
within phase 5. If you would like to practise with your child at home there are lots 
of resources and games available on the following websites: 
 
 

www.letter-and-sounds.com 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

 
In Maths the children will be learning to consolidate key skills in number such as: 
number bonds to 10 and 20, 1 and 10 more and less than and learning double and half 
facts to 20. 
 
 
This term in our English lessons, the children will be exploring descriptive 
language (adjectives and verbs) and using them to describe characters and settings.  
Following our theatre trip to watch ‘The Everywhere Bear’, we are excited to invite 
children to bring their own teddy bears into school, to be the inspiration for our 
writing. 
 
Each week on a Monday, the children will be given 5 new spellings to learn to read 
and write. This will be linked to a sound they have previously learnt in phonics. 
The children will be given 1 week to explore the spelling pattern at home, ready for 
a quiz the following Monday. 
 
Please can you ensure that children have their reading books and yellow reading 
record in school on their reading day. If you are unsure of your child’s reading day 
please ask a member of the year 1 team. Alongside our individual reading, the 
children have been very excited to start guided reading. In guided reading, the 
children will share a book in a small group, exploring characters, making 
predictions and recalling what they have read. 
 

 
The Big Outdoors!! 

Over the next half term we will be linking our learning in English to the big 
outdoors, Exploring settings, re-telling stories and going on adventures. We can’t  
wait! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.letter-and-sounds.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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Year 2 – Fire of London Display 

 
Term 1 was packed full of exciting learning opportunities and the Year 2 team were 
really impressed with the level of engagement and creativity from the children, 
culminating in the homework project of making a house to create Pudding Lane!  
 
Many thanks for all your support throughout the first term to ensure we were all 
fired up and able to start the year off with a bang! 
 
This term our new topic is ‘Terrific Textiles’ and it promises to be just as thrilling 
with links to many areas of the curriculum. During the topic children will have an 
opportunity to get creative with a range of mediums and activities including: 
collages, clay and sewing, where they will be designing and making their own shells 
and fish to create an amazing underwater world. In addition, they will be putting 
their scientific knowledge to the test carrying out investigations and experiments. 
Will they be able to use their understanding of materials to create a cushion to save 
Humpty and a boat to go fishing for Rainbow Fish? Science will be taking place 
every Thursday afternoon which means that this term our PE session will be on a 
Tuesday morning.  
 
The children will be doing dance during PE sessions with Mrs Spence, where they 
will be exploring aboriginal dance and percussion which will be used later on in the 
year!  
 
The children have settled well into spelling routines and they will continue to have 
their quiz and new spellings on a Monday. This term sees the introduction of 
SPAG sessions towards the end of the term and the beginning of the next.  
 
We will also be having a weekly ICT lesson this term on a Friday afternoon where 
the children will be finding out how to stay safe when using the internet and how 
to use key words to complete online searches.  
 
This term the children will spend a day learning about Judaism and hope to visit a 
synagogue to further their knowledge and understanding.  
 



 

 

As always, our doors are open should you have any questions about your child’s 
learning over the coming term.  
 
 
 

Year 3 – South American Carnival 
After a fantastic first term, the children are excited to begin their new topic of South 
America. During this term, the children will explore various themes within this. 
They will begin to understand the geography of one of the world’s continents and its 
countries, explore the physical and natural wonders of South America including the 
Amazon and they will also gain a valuable insight into the continent’s contrasting 
cultures and lifestyles.  
 
A significant part of South American culture is Carnival! In celebration of this, we 
are delighted to have planned a fantastic celebration day where the children will learn 
to play authentic samba instruments and learn a traditional Capoeira dance. As part 
of the celebration day, children will be invited to come to school in bright and 
colourful clothes.   
 
 
Additionally, this term, the children will become scientists and conduct fun and 
inquisitive experiments into forces and magnets. To answer fundamental scientific 
questions, the children will make a hypothesis, conduct an experiment and analyse 
their results. 
 



 

10 

 
 
 

 
In PE, there is no longer dance however the regular PE lessons will continue for both 
classes (Thursday for 3P and Friday for 3DL). Both classes will be doing outdoor PE 
so please ensure that your child has suitable outdoor wear.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 – Outdoor Art & Ancient Greece Assemblies 
 
In Year 4, we are really looking forward to completing our topic on Ancient Greece 
with a show stopping assembly which we will be presenting next week. Following 
this, the children will be writing an in depth non-chronological report into the study 
of this wondrous period in the past and completing azure blue mosaics and Greek 
island seascapes in a special art celebration day.  As autumn descended, Year 4 took 
the opportunity to go outside and explore the changes in nature and examined the 
work of Andy Goldsworthy and created outstanding pieces of artwork. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Andy Goldsworthy Display 
 

 
Our super Science in Year 4 began with a bubbly bang last week and this half term 
we are examining the different states of matter that exist and asking the children to 
examine what the different states are and what make a substance change state. 
 In our science lessons, we are taking a very practical approach and will be asking the 
children questions to challenge their thinking and ideas about the world around them.  
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Our Mandarin lessons have been a huge success with the children where they have 
been taught live from Beijing, every Friday, via Skype.  The children are able to use 
Chinese greetings and know so much more about Chinese culture and even how 
Chinese characters are used in writing. In addition to our Mandarin lessons every 
Friday, we have had wonderful violin lessons with Mr Smith where the children 
have been learning to play the violin or cello. At the end of our music tuition, we will 
be inviting parents to join us for a violin recital to demonstrate what the children 
have been learning.  
 
As we approach Christmas, we are looking forward to inviting parents in to join us 
in an afternoon of Christmas crafts. In addition, we shall be leaving Ancient Greece 
behind and moving on to examining the very topical exploration of the impact that 
plastic is having in our Oceans. Here we will examine the effect that discarded plastic 
has upon marine life and ways in which we can help to improve the situation.  
 
 
In PE, we have a specialist dance teacher joining us this term. 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 5 – Working with The Royal Shakespeare Company next week 
This term, Year 5 have explored the themes and ideas of William Shakespeare in 
both A Midsummers Night’s Dream and Macbeth. To end this topic, the children will 
be going on a trip to Stratford-Upon-Avon to work with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company to learn how to translate the words on the page to the stage. Along with 
this, we will also be visiting Shakespeare’s birthplace, which is a fascinating house 
that offers a glimpse into Shakespeare’s early life and allows the children to put 
into context his plays. In addition, at the Birthplace, the Famous Worlds 
Exhibition will be available to explore and see 38 of Shakespeare’s plays unfold on a 
timeline within his own garden. 
  
Going into the end of the term, the next topic that the children will explore will 
be Sikhism. With this topic, we will learn the values and beliefs of this religion, as 
well as the ceremonies that they undertake. Going into the New Year, the children 
will be visiting a local Gurdwara (Sikh place of worship) to see how Sikh’s 
celebrate their gods, go about their daily lives and welcome people into their house 
of worship. The children will also be having a celebration day where we celebrate 
the faith of Sikhism whilst we respectfully act out ceremonies of the Sikh faith if 
the children please. 
  
During Science, the children will be exploring the properties of materials by 
planning, conducting experiments and analysing their results.  Within science 
lessons, the cohort will engage in a variety of 'hands on' kinaesthetic learning 
opportunities and take ownership of each step along their learning journey. Also, 
the children will be looking into irreversible and reversible changes through 
experimentation with a variety of materials and substances.   
 



 

 

 
 
In P.E, our outdoor area of study this term will focus on invasion games and ball 
skills. Within this exciting unit, each class will develop their ball control, passing 
technique, movement and accuracy when striking or throwing a ball. As ever, 
teamwork, cooperation, resilience, self-discipline and the rules of playing a 
competitive game will be emphasized. 
 
 

Year 6 – Arts & Shakespeare 
 

 
 
This term Year Six will be finishing our focus on Shakespeare, culminating in the 
Shakespeare Schools Festival performance in Milton Keynes. The children have 
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been working very hard and they cannot wait to show their version of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
 
As we move into December, we will be looking at different Christmas traditions 
around the world and produce small group projects about our chosen country. This 
will give the children the opportunity to learn about other people’s customs and 
beliefs.  
 
ICT will focus on Digital Literacy. The children will be investigating what it is to 
be a digital citizen and how they can stay safe online, both inside and outside of 
school. Our PE for the upcoming term will be indoor athletics.  
 
The children will be learning about a number of different events that make up 
indoor athletics and a team will be selected to compete against Parklands Primary 
early next year.   
 
In Science, we will be focusing on animals including humans.  We will be taking 
part in experiments that look at how the human heart and circulatory system work 
and the impact of diet, exercise and lifestyle choices on the human body.      
 
Alongside our curriculum topics we will also be working on our Year Five and Six 
Christmas production of The Snowman which the children are already excited 
about and cannot wait to begin auditions and rehearsals.  

 
 

Have a lovely weekend! 
 

 

 


