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GRAFFITI STARS VISIT YEAR 6! 
What a fantastic day Year Six have had! They have had the experience of working 
alongside a professional graffiti artist, creating display boards for around the school, 
with messages that promote the school values and the school’s ethos. They have had 
lots of fun learning new skills and putting these into practice working in groups 
designing skateboards. 
 
Keep an eye out for the finished products around the school. 
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PHASE 1 PARENT BRIEFINGS 
Our Year R and 1 teachers would like to provide an opportunity for you gain an 
overview of the year group, and learn how you can help your child at home. 
 
The times are as follows: 
Year R Briefing with a focus on phonics and reading– Wednesday 4th October 9.05am 
and 2.45pm 
Year 1 Briefing, with a focus on Phonics & Handwriting – Thursday 5th October at 
9.05am and 2.45pm 
Year R Briefing with a focus on handwriting - Thursday 11th October at 9.05am and 
2.45pm 
 
 
 

 
HSBC BANK – JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
We will be relaunching the School bank later this term and are currently seeking to 
recruit pupils from Year 6 to lead the bank alongside staff from HSBC. 



 

 

 
Any Year 6 pupils interested in a role are asked to fill out an application form and 
return it to Mrs Burdett by the end of school on Tuesday.  
Good luck, Year 6! 
 
 
 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEWS: 
Below is an overview of each child’s curriculum focus this term. An overview for 
Year R will follow later this month, when all of our lovely children are settled. 
 
 
Year One 
This term we will be studying Pets and how to look after them. Visitors from 
‘Chickens at Brum’ will be coming in to deliver a talk to the children on how to look 
after new born chicks, and will leaving behind some eggs for us to observe and 
monitor over time as they hatch into chicks for us to look after!  
 
In Art, we will be studying different animal patterns and creating our own animal 
collages, as well as studying life cycles and habitats of different animals in Science. 
The children will also be meeting dogs from the Police Force and Guide Dog 
Sanctuary to learn about different jobs animals can do! At the end of our topic, we 
will be having a ‘pet week’ where we welcome the children to bring in their own 
pets! 
 
Year Two 
Year Two have just started the new academic year with the topic of the Great Fire of 
London. The children will be investigating this event from the viewpoint of Samuel 
Pepys, as well as writing their own diary extracts based around all the events of 
1666. We shall be taking a closer look at Thomas Farynor’s bakery and hopefully 
shall have a visit from a local baker! 
 
We plan to have a day of tasting and baking a range of breads. All the children will be 
reading and writing clear instructions as if we were working in the Pudding Lane 
bakery. As well as this, we hope to have a visit from the local Fire Brigade to explain 
the importance of fire safety, and fingers crossed a look around a fire engine! We 
have a great celebration day planned where we hope all the children will dress up 
and have a visit from Freshwater Theatre Company who will help the children to re-
enact all the events of that fateful night!  
 
As a part of our home learning we shall be asking all the children to produce a piece 
of art work which reflects this event and/or period. This can then be displayed 
within the Year Two environment which we endeavour to transform into Pudding 
Lane.  
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Year Three 
Our first topic in Year 3 is all about chocolate! Over the course of the term, children 
will learn where chocolate comes from, the chocolate making process and the 
importance of fair trade. On the 12th October, we have a fantastic chocolate 
workshop visiting the school, providing each class with a brilliant opportunity to 
build on their existing knowledge as well as taste and make their own chocolate. 
 
Our chocolate topic is also being incorporated into English, with children reading 
and writing about Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. So far, the children have loved 
hearing this classic story during story time. In Art, children have already begun to 
explore mark making and have created some lovely patterns in their new 
sketchbooks.  
 
We will be using these skills to create our own Van Gogh inspired Starry Night 
paintings.     
 
Year Four 
It’s a new school year and Year 4’s first topic is incredibly fitting as we are exploring 
‘Journeys and Voyages’. Within this, the children will produce some wonderful 
artwork and learn all about the explorations of Ernest Shackleton and his resilience 
during his voyage on The Endeavour. 
 
Furthermore, the children will immerse themselves in their learning with a 
celebration day themed around the Titanic. The day will be filled with deliberation 
and debates concerning who was at fault for the ship’s sinking, traditional cooking 
and dancing and an opportunity for the children to dress as the variety of classes 
who took the famous voyage.  
 
In addition, we will use the celebration day as an opportunity for the children to 
compare the views held aboard the Titanic with modern Britain to further the 
children’s understanding of our school value Tolerance.  
 
Finally, our curriculum will jump Year 4 into the weekend with our fabulous Zumba 
sessions every Friday afternoon! 
 
 
Year Five 
The first curriculum topic in Year 5 is ‘The Life and Works of William Shakespeare.’  
This will link into our work in English as we study Shakespeare’s sonnets, Macbeth 
and A Midsummers Night’s Dream. To further develop the children’s knowledge of 
Shakespeare, we shall be visiting Stratford-Upon-Avon, his birthplace, to work with 
the Royal Shakespeare Company and visit his family home. In addition to this, within 
school, we shall continue to explore his work through drama, creative writing and 
poetry.  
 
In Science, this term, we will be exploring ‘Earth and Space.’ In this unit, we will be 
looking at planets in the solar system. The children will be having opportunities to 
learn about the movements of the planets, sun and moon. As a culmination of their 
work, we will be having a celebration day exploring space. The children will spend 



 

 

the day doing lots of fun and educational activities where staff from the Space Centre 
will transform the hall into a space dome. They shall take part in The Great Rocket 
Challenge, which involves teams creating a rocket within a budget.  
 
As part of our creative curriculum, we will be examining the works of Seurat and 
Kandinsky to create pointillism landscapes. Furthermore, we shall use ICT to create 
autumnal artwork inspired by Andy Goldsworthy. We will be developing the 
children’s awareness of the wider world through geographical enquiry of physical 
features of our planet. The role model, who we shall be studying, to develop the 
children’s awareness of modern British citizenship is Professor Stephen Hawking. 
This influential scientist will enable discussions around the values of tolerance, 
aspiration and self-discipline. 
 
Year Six 
This term Year Six will be studying William Shakespeare as part of our curriculum 
topic. We shall be learning about his life and how his plays and sonnets have 
influence our modern lives. This will work in conjunction with the Young 
Shakespeare Company that will be running workshops across the school from the 
25th September 2017.  
 
In addition to this, we have a fantastic opportunity during this curriculum topic to 
perform A Midsummer Night’s Dream on Stage at the Royal & Derngate Theatre with 
the Shakespeare Schools Festival. The children have already had the opportunity to 
audition for roles and eagerly await the first rehearsal.   

Today we have had a graffiti celebration art day in which we created our own graffiti 
inspired skateboard decks and display boards focussing on our Modern British 
Values.  

We also have the exciting opportunity this term to work alongside Festive Road in 
creating some industrial metalwork sculptures, which will be displayed outside in 
the school grounds once complete.    

 
KEY DATES 
Wednesday 20th September – Year 6 Trip to see the Railway Children 
 
Monday 25th September – Young Shakespeare company in school all week working 
with Year R-6 
 
Monday 25th  September– Year 1 Chicken Project begins. Our eggs arrive in school! 
 
Tuesday 26th September– 2.45pm Year 6 Residential briefing For Parents 
 
Friday 29th September 2.45pm Macmillan Coffee Afternoon 
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IMAGES FROM THE WEEK 
Year 1 measuring just how big the sunflowers are! 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Year 1 Back in the Big Outdoors 
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Year 4 making music as their Violin lessons start. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
 
 
 


