
 

 

PRESTON HEDGE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
HEADTEACHER NEWSLETTER  

21st April 2017 
www.prestonhedges.northants.sch.uk 

 
Free Lunchtime Clubs for Summer, Phone Box Opening, Values Badges, Parent 

Governors & Take care on those scooters! 
 

 

WELCOME BACK! 
I do hope you and your families had a lovely Easter break and managed to catch 
some of the sunshine during the holiday.  
 
Our children have settled beautifully back into school for the summer term and we 
are now all looking forward to everything that this term offers. 
 
Here are some of our lovely Year 1 children getting ready to plant some vegetables 
and sunflowers! 
 

 

 

 

http://www.prestonhedges.northants.sch.uk/
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FREE LUNCHTIME CLUB FOR YEARS R-5 
From next week, we will be offering free summer term clubs to all our pupils in 
Years R-5. As part of our strategy to get more children enjoying sport and being 
healthy, we will be running sports clubs during this term.  
 
The children do not need to bring anything into school, but must have their full PE 
kit in school. The clubs will all be run by fully qualified coaches. Our children will be 
offered the chance to join the clubs, but not forced to do it.  The details of the clubs 
are below.  We hope you will encourage your child to take part as there are 360 
places, one for each child in Year R-5! 
 
 
The Sports on offer area s follows:  
Year R  Striking games/Basketball – Mondays 
Year 1 Tag Rugby – Tuesdays 
Year 2 Tag Rugby-Wednesdays 
Year 3 Rounders-Mondays 
Year 4 Basketball-Thursdays 
Yaer 5 Kwik Cricket – Fridays 
 
 
Please, please if you are a parent of a Year 6 child don’t think that we are ignoring 
them, we are going to be doing some special things with them very soon! 
 
A detailed overview is available via the link below. If this scheme is successful we 
will then run it each year, using our Sports Funding, offering different sports to the 
children year on year. 
 
 
http://www.prestonhedges.northants.sch.uk/wp-
admin/post.php?post=2118&action=edit 
 
 
This builds on a wider strategy to get our children active and eating well. The first 
stage of which was establishing our healthy snack culture in school. Later this term 
we will be looking to establish a similair philosophy around packed school lunches. 
 

 
CROSS COUNTRY CLUB CONTINUES 
Our Cross Country club is continuing this term, the times are as follows: 
Year 3 & 4 Wednesday @ 8.15am 
Year 5 & 6 Thursday @ 8.15am 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.prestonhedges.northants.sch.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=2118&action=edit
http://www.prestonhedges.northants.sch.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=2118&action=edit


 

 

 
Our Year 5/6 Runners 

 

 
PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION 
Our Governing Body are seeking to recruit a parent governor to join our team. We 
are not looking for a particular set of skills, but more someone who is a team player 
who can bring a passion, energy and commitment to the Governing Body  
 
If you are interested, there is a document in the Governors section of the school 
website, http://www.prestonhedges.northants.sch.uk/governance/ 
which contains background information, a job description and explains how 
“Governance” works at our school. 
 
We then need you to pen up to 250 words, which we can then use on a ballot paper 
for the election explaining why you want to be a governor and what you can bring to 
the role. There will then be a ballot of parents in May. 
 
Finally, could we ask that anybody wishing to be part of the ballot returns their 
commentary to claire.clayson@prestonhedges.org by Friday 5th May. Thank you. 

 

http://www.prestonhedges.northants.sch.uk/governance/
mailto:claire.clayson@prestonhedges.org
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PHONE BOX OPENING – THURSDAY 4TH MAY 2pm 

 
We would like to invite parents to join us for a coffee afternoon on Thursday 4th 
May at 2pm in the school hall to enjoy swapping your books and have a cuppa and 
a chat with friends.  
 
There will be toys available and we would love any pre-schoolers you have to also 
join us as well as just adults. The books will be in the school hall as we may struggle 
to fit in the phone box all at once!! The books are currently available in the phone 
box for you to swap and they will return to the phone box as normal after the coffee 
afternoon - please do make use of it when you are passing. 

Any further donations of books for adults or toddlers would be appreciated as 
always. Many thanks for all the donations so far. 

 

 



 

 

STAFFING NEWS IN YEAR 3 
Mrs Chloe Shirley, who works in Year 3 is expecting her first child with her husband 
James - who is a former pupil of our school - in the summer. Congratulations to them 
both. 
 
In Year 3 we will also be increasing the teaching team further to allow us to have 
more flexibility around our groupings so that we can provide more support and 
challenge as required to meet the demands of the new curriculum. 
 
Mrs Amanda Mayes, who has taught English in Years 2,5 & 6 at our school will be 
doing some English teaching in Year 3, and Mr Trafford Ayres, who works in Year 5 
alongside Mrs Cairns, who will be bringing his Maths expertise.  
 

 
VALUES BADGES – YEARS 3-6 
We have had really positive feedback from both parents and children about our 
values badge reward system in Years 3 and above. Our children have truly embraced 
the school values, and it’s been lovely to give out the badges and hear how the 
children have earned them. 
 
However, we are often asked what children need to do to gain one of the values 
badges, therefore we have added some extra detail below which will be shared with 
the children in Monday’s assembly with Mrs Coles. 
 
There will also be a ‘nomination box’ in the school by the end of next week so that 
children can nominate themselves for a badge if they feel that they have shown that 
value to the level required. If you feel that your child has shown one of our values 
outside of the school and meets the criteria, please do encourage your child to drop 
us a note in our nomination box. 
 
Co-operation – Yellow badge 
This badge can be gained by children working or playing exceptionally well with 
others in school (class or playground) or in after school club – co-operating with 
others and taking into account differing viewpoints. Pupils should demonstrate this 
value consistently over time. 
This value is nominated by teachers or after school club staff. 
 
Aspiration – Red badge 
This badge can be gained by children fulfilling their ‘butterfly dreams’.  Children can 
nominate themselves when they can show that this is completed. 
 
Self-discipline– Blue badge 
Children should have shown exceptional focus and commitment to learning over 
time (nominated by teacher) to gain this badge.  
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Also, this badge can be gained by a commitment having been shown over a 
prolonged time to out of school sports training sessions. Children can nominate 
themselves for this, with acknowledgement provided of the child’s commitment by 
the sports coach. 
 

Tolerance– Orange badge 
Gained by children writing a reflective report following a visit to a place of worship 
or taking part in a celebration, or a nomination being made from a teacher about a 
tolerant approach towards their peers or the wider school community. 
 
Resilience– White badge 
Given for pupils who are recovering from an operation, illness or a difficult time in 
school or at home. Children and parents can nominate for this.  
Also gained  by children responding to adversity or challenges in learning over a 
sustained period to achieve a positive outcome. Teachers will nominate for this. 
 

 
Caring– Green badge 
Given for children performing charity-based work, for example a sponsored activity 
to raise money. Children can nominate themselves for this value with evidence of 
their charity work. 
Also gained by a child showing exceptional compassion shown towards the school or 
local community over a sustained period.  Teachers and children can nominate 
themselves for this value reward. 
 
 

SAFE SCOOTING 
Please can we remind you that scooters need to be pushed by children when on 
school grounds for safety. 

Thank you. 

 

FOPH THANK YOU 
Just a quick thank you to the FOPH for organising and running our FOPH fun Night 
last night. Thank you FOPH. 
 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


