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Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 

Firstly, can I wish you all a ‘Happy New Year’.  I hope that you had a peaceful and enjoyable 

Christmas break. 

I was lucky enough to share a number of the Christmas celebrations held within the school 

and would express my gratitude and congratulations to all those involved especially our 

children.  Particular praise should fall upon our fantastic staff that helped organise the events.  

Who would have imagined that a Wintery presentation of ‘The Snow Queen’ could feature a 

‘Techno’ version of the Floral Dance – amazing!!! 

Credit should also go to our fantastic Year 6 performers who staged an incredible version of 

Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night.  This was presented as part of the Shakespeare for Schools 

Festival at the Derngate Theatre, where our pupils performed along with three other local 

schools.  I can honestly say that Mr Watson and I wept with laughter.  They were superb! The 

skill and comic timing demonstrated by our budding thespians was a credit to the school. 

Again, thanks must also go to our teaching staff that spent a great deal of time preparing 

scripts, costumes and props.  This is an event that Preston Hedge’s has supported for a 

number of years now, and I would warmly recommend this to any lover of Shakespeare for 

forthcoming presentations. 

Looking back at the Autumn term of this year, we have had some fantastic activities at the 

school, coupled with external visits.  These have included exciting events such as a ‘Google 

Virtual Reality’ day, meeting sports presenter Claire Balding plus visits to a Toy Museum, 

Shakespeare’s House and the Saints Rugby Ground.  November saw our own Bank (re)open 

for business, this is great experience for our children.  

We look forward to more exciting events this term! 

 

You will hopefully be aware of the new methods of measuring pupil progress that are now 

with us.  We have received results (or ‘data’) from tests and assessments completed last year, 

and can now compare with national performance, as well as other local schools.  I am 

delighted to say that our school has done extremely well, and we have some of the best 

results in the County.   
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At our most recent Governing body review of school data, the following headlines stand out: 

 Outstanding outcomes in Foundation Stage  

 Outstanding outcomes in Phonics  

Outstanding attainment and strong progress in Key Stage 1  

Positive progress measures across all subjects, indicating typically strong progress 
across Key Stage 2  

Outstanding outcomes at the expected standard in RWM (Reading, Writing Maths) 
combined - 25% above those achieved typically by other schools nationally and 17% 
above outstanding schools  

Typically, strong progress made by SEN (Special Educational Needs) & EAL (English 
as an Additional Language) 

The gap between disadvantaged pupils and non-disadvantaged pupils in the school 
has been closed in Writing and in Mathematics.  

 

These results are testament to the hard work that our pupils have put in, and also the focus 

that our teaching staff have given to the new priorities that have been issued by the 

Government for primary school performance. 

As always, we study our data vigorously and will always identify where school resources are 

best focused.  Whilst we are by no means weak in any area, the Leadership team and 

Governing body have identified a need to support reading, and promote a greater ‘depth of 

reading’ to allow more children to achieve the very top standardised score of 110 or more. 

This is now in place, and our teaching staff will hopefully have made you aware of how this is 

being implemented.  We will see more challenging and ‘classical’ books within our classrooms 

and book-bags reflecting the new curriculum -   I hope that you will enjoy these different texts 

along with our pupils! 

 

As we are now part of the Preston Hedge’s Academy Trust, you may be aware that the Trust 

is expanding to open a new school at Pineham (Pineham Barns Primary). The school will open 

in the autumn, and initially admit pupils to years R, 1 and 2. 

As mentioned in previous newsletters, our establishment as the founding school of an 

‘Academy Chain’ is very exciting.  This will provide opportunities for our school to share 

resources and experience, and protect the outstanding level of education which we offer our 

children.  There will always be a concern that the expansion of the Trust could dilute or 

diminish standards at Preston Hedges.  I must assure you our Governing Body will continue to 

work with the Trust and our own leadership team to ensure that we offer exceptional 

opportunities to our children.  The formation of the Trust was such that our school would 

‘lead rather than be led’.  Our recent results demonstrate that we are very much ‘on the right 

track’ for this goal! 

 

Finally, I would like to thank Governors Becky Hickford, Lee Gentry, Sarah Johnson and 

Trevor Fidler, who have moved from our Governing Body to become members of the new 

Academy Trust. Collectively they have given a huge amount of time, hard work and 



 

 

commitment to the school, and have helped us progress to where we are now.  It is great that 

as members of the Trust they will continue to work with us for many years to come! 

In parallel, we welcome new Governors: Mark Watling, Carl Dillow and Helen Kendall who 

join us this academic year.  It is great to have new members in our team, and they are already 

bringing in fresh ideas and energy - which is fantastic! 

There remain a number of vacancies within the Preston Hedges Governing body.  Whilst all 

associated with the school and local community are welcome to express an interest, we try to 

keep a balanced set of skills across our membership to benefit the school.  At present, we are 

particularly interested in potential Governors who have the following: 

Human Resource/Business Experience 

Site Facilities Management Experience 

Legal Experience (Business/Contract Law) 

 

Should you be interested in taking up a position as a School Governor at Preston Hedges, 

please contact Claire Clayson at the following email address and we will provide more 

information about the role, and advise how to apply formally, 

claire.clayson@prestonhedges.northants.sch.uk.  

 

I hope this has been a useful update, again can I tender Best Wishes from our Governing Body 

for what we expect to be a very exciting 2017!! 

 

Neal Prescott 

Chair of Governors, Preston Hedges Primary School. 
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