
 

 

 

 

 

 

Apostrophe 

There are two main uses of apostrophes in writing: 

1) To stand for missing letters in contracted words (e.g. can‟t) 

2) To show ownership.  If the item belongs to one person, the apostrophe goes 

before the “s” (e.g. the man‟s coat). If it belongs to more than one person the 

apostrophe goes after the “s” (e.g. the girls‟ toilets). 

Beware of putting apostrophes into plurals (e.g. pencil‟s), it is not necessary!   

1) Katies cat was not well. 

2) “I wouldnt do that if I was you,” said mum.  

3) Kens watch was very expensive. 

4) The boys ball rolled down the hill, they had to run fast to catch it. 

 

Now find all the apostrophes in this passage:  

On Monday, Johns mum woke him up for school as usual, he had porridge  

and apples for breakfast. He couldnt wait for school as he was going on a  

trip to the towns museum and didnt want to be late. He grabbed his coat,  

patted the dogs ears and took his sisters hand as he ran for the bus. 

 

Apostrophes for possession 

• They are used to show ownership and possession.  

James‟ shoes are too small! 

Your child has been learning lots of grammatical terms over this term. 

We thought it was a good idea for them to recap on their learning with you. 

In this homework, we would like them to explore how to use commas. Can 

they also identify different word types and clauses such as modal verbs and 

relative clauses? Do they remember how to use possessive apostrophes and 

those that show contractions? Try to work through the examples below. 



Anna‟s teddy is called Bob. 

Mr Brennan‟s class are avid readers. 

Mrs Cairns‟ hair is styled to perfection.  NOT!  

Pronouns 

• Pronouns are words that you use to replace nouns.  

• Here are some examples - I , she ,  he , they, them,  her ,   it . 

 

Commas for clauses. 

The policeman, who had been running for 5 minutes, had to take a rest. 

In this sentence two commas have been used to add a clause.  

A clause is an extra piece of information. The sentence could have said:- 

The policeman had to take a rest.  

But a clause makes the sentence more detailed. Now you try these. 

1. The little girl who was wearing a red dress got up and left the room. 

2. The cricketer wearing his new helmet was ready to go out to bat. 

3. Everybody including the people wearing blue should leave through the red door. 

Now you have a go at adding some extra information. Remember to use your commas. 

4. The car drove the wrong way.  

5. The old lady crossed the road. 

6. Harry approached Dumbledore. 

 

Relative Clauses 

Relative clause—also called an adjective or adjectival clause 

It will begin with a relative pronoun [who, whom, whose, that, or which] or 

a relative adverb [when, where, or why]. 

• Joe is the man who delivers the milk.  

http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/relativepronoun.htm
http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/relativeadverb.htm


Can you identify the relative pronoun and the relative clause? 

Steve whose eyes are blue, licks lollipops on his day off!  

 Can you add a relative clause to these sentences? 

Add                  where     who       whose   which 

7. My teacher told me to try my best.  

8. The boy ran down the street. 

9. I saw the dog. 

10. “Don‟t cry”, said the girl. 

Modal verbs 

Modal verbs are used for showing: Whether someone is able to do something:    

Fred can speak Spanish fluently.  

How likely something is: Janet is eating black pudding. She must be very hungry. 

 Here are some examples - Modal verbs go before other verbs. 

 can  could would will shall 

must  should might may 

Some verbs are used to give more information about the main verb in a sentence. Modal 

verbs show how certain or possible something is.  

  
They have been regularly learning their spelling rules and investigating 

the rule before the spelling test. Can they explore suffixes and 

prefixes? 

Prefixes 

• A prefix goes at the beginning of a word.  

• dis-    

• Extra – 

• What words can you think of with these prefixes? 

Suffixes – A suffix goes at the end of a word. Ful is a suffix. What 

words can you think of that end in ful? 



Dashes 

A pair of dashes can also separate extra information in a sentence.  

Mason – the builder- arrived before Nathan. 

The dashes go around the extra bit of information.  

 

Which one of these is incorrect? 

Gary left his hat – by accident- on top of the car. 

We built – a sandcastle a big one- 

on the beach. 

Alex‟s cat – the one with the stripy tail – eats biscuits.  

The girls – especially Sophie and Ailsa - love the sunshine. 

 

Determiners 

Determiners go in front of the noun. They tell you whether the noun is a general things. 

He wants an enormous burger. 

He wants that burger. 

He wants a burger.  

When do you use a or an?  You use an if the word following it begins with a vowel!  

 

Subordinate clause 

A clause that doesn‟t make sense on its own.  

Eg  I sing in the shower while I wash my hair.   

What are root words? 

• Root words are words that have a meaning of their own but can be added to, 

either with a prefix (before the root) or a suffix (after the root.)  

• Root words can often be helpful in finding out what a word means or where it is 

„derived‟ from.  

• What words can you think of that have the word  act.....? 

Contractions 

Contractions are when a word is shortened and an apostrophe is used to show the 

omission of letters. 

It‟s – it is     Can‟t – cannot        won‟t -will not  



 

 




