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Phone Box, Aspiration & Curriculum Updates 

 
 

 
 
 

A phone box is coming for you! 
We are setting up a parent and pre-school child book swap in our entrance porch 
over the coming term… in a phone box!  
 
We are aware that we offer the library to all our school children, but would like to 
extend our love of books and reading to parents and pre-school age children. Once 
set up, you will be able to come and swap one of your own books for one in the 
phone box. Whilst we hope that many of you will enjoy it, we also think that there 
is no better way of encouraging reading than your children seeing you enjoy it 
too. 

 

http://www.prestonhedges.northants.sch.uk/
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 If your young children already enjoy coming to school to choose a book, then 
that’s a superb start for their learning. 
 
We are currently asking for any donations of adult fiction books and any pre-
school books in good condition that you think would be nice books to help us start 
up the book swap. If you can help, please could you drop any books into the 
school office.  We will be very grateful to receive them. 

 
 

Aspiration 

 
 

Our value for this term is ‘aspiration’. To launch this, we have asked all of the 
children to do a little bit of homework: we would like them to come up with an 
aspiration for themselves that can be achieved within the remainder of the school 
year (they may need a little help with ideas!)  
 
The children will come home today with a butterfly to write their aspiration on. 
When they bring their butterfly back in, we will keep them all in a big jar at the 
front of the school and dip into it every so often to see how our children are doing 
towards meeting their aspirations! 

 
Curriculum this term 
A new feature to the newsletter! Here is a round up from each year group on what 
exciting topics are coming up in curriculum over this term: 
 

Reception 
So far this term, we have enjoyed listening to the story of The Leopard’s Drum by 
Jessica Souhami and we are now going to be creating illustrations based on the 
story for our display. We will also be celebrating Chinese New Year on Friday 27th 
January and would ask if the children can come to school in red and yellow 
clothing.  We will be tasting food, making Chinese dragons and learning a dragon 
dance! It will be a really exciting day! 
 
As always, we will continue to have our show and tell sessions on a Wednesday to 
encourage the children with their speaking and listening skills, so please 
encourage your child to bring any special items in. This could be a photograph of 
somewhere they have been, a special certificate or an item that is important to 
them. 
 



 

 

Although quite far in advance, we just wanted to make you aware of a little change 
to your diary dates as due to unforeseen circumstances, we have to swap the class 
assembly dates around: 
RJ class assembly will now be on the 29th June  
RP class assembly will now be on the 30th June 

 
Year One 
This term in Year One, we have been learning all about houses and homes in our 
local area. We had an exciting start where we helped Carole (our local post lady) 
on her rounds through Wootton Village. This enabled us to observe the different 
kinds of houses and buildings we have around us and it will also provide us with a 
purpose for our letter writing in Literacy. Throughout this topic, we have been 
identifying the different kinds of buildings and how they might be made. We will 
be finishing off this topic with an Art Day where the children will be recreating 
Wootton Village! 

In addition to our houses and homes topic, we will be celebrating Chinese New 
Year as part of our learning about different cultures on Friday 27th January. 

Year Two 
As we come towards the end of our Great Fire of London topic, we are now 
preparing for our whole class assemblies on the 9th and 10th February. We hope to 
entertain and educate you all on the events surrounding the Great Fire! 

Our next curriculum based topic will be based around photography. We hope to 
look at a range of cameras, both past and present as well as investigating the work 
of some more notable photographers such as Ansel Adams, Annie Leibovitz and 
Charlie Waite. We hope that the children will be able to produce a gallery of their 
own work including portraits, landscapes and a few more abstracts pieces. Our 
aim will be to link part of our learning to our new school value of ‘Aspiration’. 

Year Three 
This term, we have begun our new curriculum topic of Kings and Queens. So far, 
the children have loved exploring the history of our country’s monarchy and 
creating our own human timeline within class. Through the topic, we will be 
learning about the Tudors, including Henry VIII and his six unfortunate wives! We 
will also learn about Elizabeth I and discover what life was like for these 
monarchs. The children will also learn about the Tudor rose and create their own 
self-portraits of themselves as kings and queens.  
 
We will be rounding off the topic with a Tudor Banquet Celebration Day on 
Thursday 9th February, and would like the children to come dressed up for the 
occasion! Throughout this exciting day, we will have the opportunity to create 
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Tudor medicines, learn a Tudor dance and make their own royal crown. The day 
will conclude with a fantastic banquet!  

 
Year Four 
During the coming half term, Year Four’s curriculum will be focused on The 
Orient.  This exciting topic will provide opportunities for the children to explore a 
new culture and to experience different music, art and celebrations.   
 
To begin, the children have had the chance to research China, Japan, Korea and 
Mongolia and decide where they would like to discover in more detail.  As it is 
Chinese New Year at the end of the month, Year Four have collectively decided to 
explore China, including learning about the 12 Chinese zodiacs, Chinese dragon 
scales in music and understanding the symbolism within Chinese art, in the use of 
the dragon and kite designs.  As part of their learning, there will be a celebration 
day to immerse the children in the traditions and tales of Chinese New Year on 
Thursday 26th January. 

 
Year Five 
At the start of this term, we had a fantastic celebration day to learn all about 
Sikhism. 
We are now focusing on our next topic exploring climate change. During this term, 
we will explore the impact that climate change is having on the environment 
across the world, and to finish the topic, we will have a full Year Five debate on 
the issues surrounding environmental change. 
 
We are also going to be studying pointillism, and will be immersing the children in 
the work of Seurat.  We plan to create our own environmental themed works of 
art using pointillism at the end of this term.  
 

Year Six 
This term in Year Six, we will be focusing on creating some fantastic pieces of 
String Art in the curriculum. The children will be developing their woodwork and 
design skills by firstly sanding and varnishing their wood in preparation for their 
final art piece. The children will also learn how to use tools such as hammers and 
other safety equipment to ensure they are developing a wider skill set preparing 
them for secondary school. We will also be looking at contemporary Artists that 
use this media in their pieces. The topic will culminate in two celebration days on 
the Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th February, where their final pieces will be created! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Project Outspan 

 
To raise money for our sponsored child, Joseph, and Outspan School in Uganda, 
we are holding a fundraising event on Friday 10th February. The children can 
come in mufti on that day in exchange for bringing either a family donation which 
will help pay for Joseph’s school fees and buy resources for the Ugandan school, 
or by bringing in a small stationary item that can go to Joseph’s school (such as 
pencils and erasers – full details of the Ugandan school’s stationary requirements 
will be available on the communications tab of the website late next week). There 
will also be a cake sale on that day for parents and pupils to buy from – any 
donations to the cake sale would be very gratefully received, although Year 5 and 
6 pupils will also be making delicious treats to sell. 
 
Mrs Mayes and Mrs Honeywood are due to fly out to Uganda to visit Joseph and 
the school on the 14th March, and will personally hand over these items. They will 
keep in touch with us over Skype, and we are really looking forward to hearing 
from them over the course of their stay. 
 

FOPH Thank you 
A big, big thank you to the FOPH for organising and running the New Year Disco. 
The children who attended had a lovely time, so thank you! 

 
Dates for your diary 
 
Thursday 26th January – Chinese New Year celebration day for Year Four 
Friday 27th January – Chinese New Year celebration day for Reception & Year 1 
Monday 6th & Tuesday 7th February – Year Six String Art celebration day 
Tuesday 7th February – Years 3-6 Maths/Reading and SPAG Parent Workshops 
Thursday 9th February – Year 3 Kings & Queens celebration day  
Friday 10th February – Mufti day to fundraise for Outspan School 
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Images from the last week 
 
Year 1 Delivering the mail as part of their ‘people who help us’ topic. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Well done to our fantastic pupils who have shown such self-discipline 
throughout last term! 
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Here are our values role models, who have been given a sash for 
consistently demonstrating resilience! 

 



 

 

 
RJ Making mini-beast hotels! 
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Year 5 Sikhism Celebration Day 



 

 

 
 
Lastly, it seems a while ago, but it was snowing last 
Friday! 
Year R, just having fun in the snow. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
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