
 

 

Chair of Governor’s Newsletter – April 2018 

Dear School  Community, 

I hope you had a fantastic Easter break and are ready for the summer term. 

The year so far has been both challenging and rewarding, and we are very pleased to report 

that our pupils continue to excel academically and in upholding the values of the school. 

There are many highlights so far, however we are immensely proud of: 

 Children’s continued commitment to sport and fitness and many successes in 

competitions. A highlight has been winning all four categories in the annual 

Woodford Halse cross country event where over 700 children participated from 28 

different schools.  

 Our newly developed outdoor area in the Reception classes including our very own 

boat floating on the pond! 

 Our continued support from the community and our many well attended events 

including the Christmas production of Scrooge, Christmas Crafts and Breakfast for 

Dads. Further, the support at the cake sale from you all which has allowed our 

sponsor child Joseph to attend another year in his school. 

 Our children who – quite simply – continue to work exceptional hard and achieve 

high outcomes whilst developing into special individuals as well. 
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All credit to our fantastic teaching and support staff, who continue to work immensely hard 

to support our school.  

Teacher retention is a major problem in the education sector, and we are delighted that we 

continue to have a great record of keeping key staff.  We believe that this is down to ethos 

(where all staff can positively influence the school for the future) and also the prospect of 

personal development at Preston Hedge’s. 

You may also be aware that it has been a busy few months for Preston Hedges Academy 

Trust.   This saw us open our second primary school at Pineham Barns and receive 

confirmation that we will open a further new School at Buckton Fields, near Brampton to the 

north of town. 

The relationship with Pineham Barns is already providing benefits for our school, with shared 

skills and experience reinforcing our own approach to teaching.  Shared services already offer 

financial benefits for the day-to-day operation of both sites and this will increase as Pineham 

grows to full capacity and Buckton Fields opens (est. Sept 2020).  This is particularly relevant 

in the context of funding, which remains a challenge across the education sector. 

Most recent news is that an existing school is to join the Academy Trust.  This is Parklands 

School in Spinney Hill which will join to gain benefits from working with Preston Hedges and 

the wider Trust team.  This is in line with the Trust vision to expand in a controlled manner, 

working with schools seen as compatible with the Trust’s ethos and culture. 

A new headteacher is required for Parklands, and it has been agreed that Tracey Coles will 

move into that position at the end of this Academic Year. 

The Preston Hedge’s Governing Body considered this change in detail, and whilst we will be 

sorry to see Tracey move on, it is in the knowledge that she will remain within the Trust and 

continue to support our school and staff as part of our wider family. 

This will also provide capacity within Preston Hedge’s for us to develop and retain our staff 

and allow them to best fulfil their potential .   

On behalf of Preston Hedges Governing Body, I would like to thank Tracey for the hard work 

and commitment she has offered during her 11 years at Preston Hedges.  Her attention to 

detail and thorough understanding of pupil development and outcomes have helped the 

school to where it is today and will leave a strong legacy for those who follow. 

Perhaps it is appropriate that I write this at a time when Spring may finally have sprung!  It is 

an exciting time for the school and one of opportunity to renew and grow.  Please be assured 

that the Governing Body and Trust remain committed to providing an outstanding learning 

environment for our pupils - we believe we are well set to do this. 

Best Wishes, 

Neal Prescott 

Chair of Governors 

 


