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WHAT A TERM! 

What a wonderful first half term we have had! It has been incredibly busy, but it has been 

so lovely to have had so much contact with you all, from our subject support for parent 
meetings, Friday readers in KS1, Families in Partnership and Parents Evenings! 

We are already looking forward to next term, which will be full of lots of festive events! 

 

A REQUEST TO PARENTS 

 

Throughout the summer, we put substantial investment into our outdoor classroom 

outside the Reception and 1H classrooms to further improve the learning area for our 
Reception pupils. We improved the learning zones, ensuring that the construction space, 

water play, music and role play, investigation zones, and Writing and Maths areas were 
really clear for our children. 

 

 

 

 

There is a sign at the edge of these areas explaining that these are learning spaces, not 

play spaces, but unfortunately some of our parents are allowing their children to play 

with the learning spaces or on the gross motor skills equipment (the trails and frames on 
the field) at the beginning and end of school day. 

Please can we request that you do not allow your child to do this. We already have had a 
chain on our construction area broken by a child who was swinging on it yesterday 

morning. These are not play areas, they are a space for our children to work on their gross 
and fine motor skills, and during our outdoor sessions, these are always led by an adult 

with clear learning instructions.  
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Not only is it dangerous to allow your child to play on this equipment, it is also really 

disruptive to the learning set out at 7.30 am by Mrs McAlindon and Mrs Seaman.  

I must also state that outside of the school hours or events, school are not insured for any 
accidents that may happen, therefore managing your child is your responsibility at this 

point.  

Thank you so much for your support in this. 

 

FRIENDS OF PRESTON HEDGES 

 

 

Many thanks to those of you who managed to attend our coffee morning. We have 3 

people who want to take on the officer roles, and as soon as we have agreed a date for the 

AGM next term, we will let you all know. 

 

FAMILIES IN PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 

We had our first Families in Partnership on Monday, and it was fantastic to share the 

priorities and work of the Trust and the school with the parents who came. 

Key elements of our discussions, after sharing the Trust and school priorities were as 

follows: 

• We had some discussions around staff who move to other schools within the 
Trust, and shared that, as teaching is a career choice where progression within 

school is sometimes limited, enabling staff to move around keeps key staff within 
the Trust, rather than losing them to other schools. 

• We had a discussion around communication channels, and finding the best way to 
get the various communication to parents out. A parent shared the idea of an 



 
events calendar, and as the school website is being updated for January, we will 

pass this on to our developers for them to consider. 

• A couple of parents shared some concern about the approach to clubs by Freestyle, 
and we will be having a meeting with them to discuss the issues brought to us by 

the parents next term. 

Our next meeting will be after Christmas – it would be lovely to see you there! 

 

DIFFICULT TIMES 

We know times are challenging at the moment, and want to make sure we share anything 
we get sent that might support any of our families who are in hardship. 

The link below details all the times that food banks are available across West Northants. 

https://www.restorenorthampton.org.uk/uploads/1/8/1/7/18178805/food_aid_alliance_by

_day_time.pdf 

 

PHONICS MEETING 
By request, we are putting on an additional evening to share how we teach phonics and 

ways to help your child at home for our parents in Year 1. 

The event will be on Tuesday 8th November at 6.30pm here at school. 

 

DIWALI CELEBRATION! 

The good work of our Equality & Diversity Champions mean that we share and celebrate 
in all of the  religious festivals that our school community celebrates.  

Today was our Diwali celebration, and we had a wonderful time dancing, learning 
important stories and being very creative! 

Here are a few pictures of the day! 
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Have a wonderful half term and Happy Diwali, everyone!  


