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Happy New Year! I hope that you all had a lovely, restful break, and didn’t get impacted 

too much by COVID! 

 
The children have returned to school exceptionally well! We even heard stories from our 

children of how excited they were to return that they could barely sleep! How lovely that 
they are so pleased to be back - and we were very glad that we were able to all be back in 

school!! 
 

 

COVID 
 

Unfortunately, as we have seen across the news, levels of the virus are high in the UK. At 
the moment (and hopefully for the long term) schools are business as usual. 

 
As there have been some changes to guidance we thought it might be helpful to share 

current COVID protocols: 
 

• Any child awaiting a PCR test result is not able to come to school until they have 
received a negative result.  
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• If a member of the household tests positive, or if the child has been a contact of a 
positive case outside of the household,  non-positive children are still able to attend 

school however they must take a lateral flow test every day for 7 days. If at any 

point they are unwell, please do not send them to school so that we can continue to 

protect our school community.  
(If you prefer to err on the side of caution and keep children at home during that period of 

time, you are always welcome to request home learning for a child instead) 

 

•  If a child tests positive on a PCR test, then in line with government guidelines 
they are able to attend school on the 8th day, providing they have had a negative 

lateral flow on day 6 and day 7 (24 hours apart). If they are still feeling poorly and 
you have any concerns please do not bring them into school.   

 
To reassure you, we are still wearing our masks in communal areas, keeping our 

cleaning schedule and ventilating the school. 

 
Thank you to you all for continuing to wear a mask on the school site, and as always, 

if you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to ask! 
 

 
 

SHAKESPEARE WORKSHOPS 
 

 
 

On Monday 21st February – Friday 25th February we will be having the simply fantastic 

Leigh Wolmarans from Silhouette in to work with our children again. 
 

Children from Reception to Year 6 will have a chance to do some Shakespearian drama 
over the 4 days that he is in school! We cannot wait!  

 
 



 

VALUES FROM MISS PHILPOTT 

 

 
 

Our school Values got off to a flying start this academic year. We are so proud of our 

children at Preston Hedge's and always wish to acknowledge their successes. Therefore, 
since September, we have continued to develop our Values system so we are able to 

identify when the children are demonstrating our Values on a wider scale.  

We have introduced a new aspect to our Values system so it now works as follows: 

  

Level 1 (Whole School) Class Gems – the children are awarded a specific class gem when 
they demonstrate a school Value during the day. For example, a child could earn a 

Respect gem if they are seen holding a door for another pupil/an adult. Or, a resilience 
gem if they are seen to work through a particularly difficult question for them in class. 

These are often awarded in line with the school’s expectations of behaviour and attitude 

to learning and are used to fill class jars. Once filled, the whole class get a reward for 
demonstrating their Values consistently as a group. The children have enjoyed earning 

their gems so far and many classes have already filled jars! 
  

Level 2 (Whole School): Values Stickers – we award children with Values stickers when 
they demonstrate a Value in a way that stands out to an adult as above and beyond the 

school expectations – these can be one-off occasions and don’t require to be demonstrated 

‘over time’. The children will always be able to earn stickers, and they can earn the same 
sticker multiple times (unlike the badges).  

  
Level 3 Reception to Year 2: Values certificates:  In EYFS, Y1 & 2, children gain 

certificates when they have attained smiley face rewards for showing these values. 
 

Level 3 Year 3 – 6: Values Badges – our Values Badges are awarded when children 

demonstrate a school Value in an exceptional way. This often means they demonstrate it 
over a long period of time, in a way that shows they are an ambassador of that Value as it 



 
is a consistent approach/behaviour. Children with these badges can be seen as role models 

to other children who wish to earn that badge. In this way, Values Badges often take a 
long time to acquire and it is usual for children to still be earning their badges in Year 6.  

  
I hope this clarifies our system, and please continue to nominate your child/children if 

you feel they have demonstrated a School Value. I always look forward to hearing about 
what they have been up to and sharing their achievements in assembly to hand out their 

new sticker/badge!  

 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF WOMEN & GIRLS IN SCIENCE 

 

 
 

To coincide with our exciting Equality and Diversity curriculum we will be celebrating, 

‘International Day of Women and Girls in Science’ as a whole school on Friday 11th 
February. The ‘International Day of Women and Girls in Science’ is backed by UNESCO 

and UN-Women and aims to promote full and equal access to, and participation in science, 

for women and girls. 

Each year group will study an influential woman from their current Science topic for the 

day and then have an exciting chance to recreate some experiments in their style. Some 

year groups will be heading into space, some researching molecular science and some 
changing the world with new and innovative eco ideas. 

To start this exciting day of, the whole school will be having an assembly, which will be 

delivered by Dr Anyaegbu who is a real Woman of Science and part of our school 

community and LAB member. Her role is a Systems Engineer in Spirent Communications 

and her job involves the design and development of solutions for Spirent’s positioning, 

navigation and timing technology applications. Mrs Anyaegbu is passionate about Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Maths (STEM), and is looking forward to using her skills 

to help support and contribute to the school and local community. 

We hope this day will inspire all of our children to find their inner scientist and see how 

the women of the past have helped pave the way for Science, as we know it today. 

 

 

 



 

 

A BIT OF SPORT! 
 

Miss Cadge, our PE Lead, thought that there was no better way to welcome our children 
to 2022 than by some fun sporting activity (especially after all that Christmas excess!); so 

she organised 3 coaches to come in and have some sessions with the children! 
 

Our KS1 children had a fantastic martial arts session on Wednesday, and KS2 had some 
ballroom dance and yoga today and Thursday! Here are a few pictures for you to enjoy! 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a wonderful weekend!  


