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Message From Mr. Agnew 
 
Welcome back and of course a Happy New Year to you all. I hope you have had a well-rested 
break and were able to spend much quality time with family and loved ones. I will take this 
opportunity to introduce myself, I am Mr. Agnew and I am fortunate enough to be the new 
Phase 2 lead here at Preston Hedges. I am very excited to part of the fantastic team here at 
the school and have already had the pleasure of meeting many of your wonderful children. I 
hope it goes without saying, but my door is always open if you have any queries or concerns 

and I look forward to meeting you all. 
With Spring just around the corner, it is hard to believe that already we find ourselves at the 
halfway point of the academic year. I look forward to seeing the children sinking their teeth 

into their new topics and it has been great to see the them all return to school with such 
enthusiasm and positivity. They have wasted no time immersing themselves into the school’s 
creative curriculum and are already showcasing the school values. Already this term, children 

have embraced the cold weather and icy conditions by taking part in a Curling workshop. 
With plenty more exciting and enriching opportunities that lay ahead, it is sure to be a 

memorable term.  
 

Mr. Agnew  
 

Dates and Reminders  
 

Monday 6th February 2023 – Year 2 Celebration Day 
 

After half term, it will be Class 3C’s turn to attend their swimming lessons on a Thursday 
morning. 

Please could we ask that you ensure that children are attending school with the correct PE 
uniform on the PE days. 

(Blue Preston Hedge’s polo shirt (or royal blue unbranded polo shirt), blue shorts or 
tracksuit bottoms, blue jumper, appropriate trainers or plimsolls, PE bag with Preston 

Hedge’s logo or one of similar size. )  

http://www.prestonhedges.northants-sch.uk/
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Curriculum 
 

This term started off with Year 2 preparing and performing their assembly based on their last 
topic Blue Planet. We were really proud of their performance and thank you for your support 
with this. We are really excited to do being a history-based topic this term called, Pioneers of 
History. This will give the children opportunities to find out about some key historical figures, 
including Charles I, Charles II and Oliver Cromwell, as well as historians. The children will be 

using a range of sources and we hope to have a celebration towards the end of the term, 
(more details to follow nearer the time). Within the topic we cover the Civil War, exploring 

the role of the Roundheads and Cavaliers and also The Great Fire of London. 

 

English and Maths 
 

In English, we have already completed work on Riddles, where the children were able to use 
a range of descriptive features, such as expanded noun phrases, similes and powerful verbs. 
Presently, we are rewriting a journey story trying to use a range of sentence types to build 

suspense. These include: short, snappy sentences, rhetorical questions and exclamatory 
sentences. After this, we will move onto diaries based on The Great Fire of London. 

Maths this term involves revisiting the four operations, however this time we are beginning 
to use more formal methods, such as the expanded column method. The children will be 
applying their knowledge of number and the methods to word problems, picking out the 

key numbers, operation needed and then selecting an appropriate method to solve it. 
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Curriculum 

This term we will be investigating ‘Ancient Britain and The Conquerors’. We started this topic 
by exploring the Neolithic period before our next stop, The Iron and Bronze ages where we 

were able to look around some monuments from these periods which can still be seen today! 
Now we are off to study the Romans, focusing on who they were, their rich religious beliefs, 
where they came from, how and why they invaded England (we have linked their success in 

invasions back to our knowledge of the Roundheads last year with how they a disciplined 
army) and the legacy they have left behind. We will then take a closer look at Wootton Fields 

and the signs that indicate to us that Romans once resided here (have you spotted any 
clues?) 

After half term, our focus will shift to the Vikings and how they changed the course of 
England’s history once again. We will be exploring everything about this fascinating time in 

our country’s history from Viking homes, what they ate to what they wore and how they 
fought. We will then explore why the Viking era ended and what came after. Get ready to go 

‘Berserk’! 

 

English and Maths 
 

This half term in Maths, we are finishing off calculation and developing our knowledge 
further of all four operations. Using this, we aim to solve a variety of problems including 

missing number equations and reasoning. We will also be moving on after half term to look 
at different measures, perimeter of shapes and statistics. 

In English, we are just finishing of our own adventure stories based on the book Alice in 
Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. We have been analysing his specific style of writing and the 
figurative language he uses to create his descriptive writing. We will then be moving on to 

look at persuasive writing and trying to convince someone to join the Roman Army! 

 


