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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 
Welcome back a Happy New Year to you all! I hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas and New 

Year.  
It has been lovely to see all of the children return to school so wonderfully.  They have settled back into 

their routines exceptionally. Well done Phase 1! I would like to say a huge well done to the Year 2 
children for adapting to our ‘bubble’ changes. I think the children are quite enjoying having their lunch 

in the classrooms with their friends.  
As I’ve said previously, I want to take this opportunity to remind you that I am always available to 

contact if you have any queries or concerns. There is always an open-door policy and you can find me in 
2M or please feel free to email or phone the office with any queries for me. 

 
A NEW TERM 

What an exciting term ahead! Please take a look below at the exciting curriculum topics our Phase 1 
Year groups will be immersed into this term. Years 1 and 2 will both be diving into History themed 

topics: Monarchy Madness and Pioneers of History.  
 

Year 1  
 

A message from the team 
Happy New Year! We hope you have all had a wonderful half term. We are very excited to start our 
new term. We would like to say a big thank you for all the continued support at home and please feel 

free to speak to a member of the year 1 team if you have any queries. 

 
 
 

http://www.prestonhedges.northants-sch.uk/


 

2  
Monarchy Madness. 

 
Look at our fantastic shared area. We’ve built a castle! 

 
During this term the children will be learning all about Monarchy Madness! The children will have the 
opportunity to explore Royal Kings and Queens of the past, looking at whether they were good or bad 

rulers. The children will also learn about what life was like in the Tudor period, the houses they lived in 
and what it was like being a child at that time. 

This term, we are very excited that we will be able to go on our second school trip. After half term we 
will be visiting Holdenby House as part of our topic. Excitingly, we will also be holding a Monarchy 

Madness Celebration day on 9th February.  
 

Art 
In Art this term, the children will be exploring a range of materials to create our own line drawings and 

develop our understanding of colour mixing to create own artwork.  
 

Reading 
The children are continuing to work hard in their phonics, learning to decode both real and nonsense 

words. To support their phonics understanding further, during our individual reading, we are focusing 
on identifying previously learnt sounds when decoding words to read. In addition to this, to build 

fluency, the children are being encouraged to identify known words and read them without sounding 
out. If you would like to practise with your child at home there are lots resources and games available on 

the following websites: 
www.letter-and-sounds.com 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk 
 

Maths 
In Maths, the children will be learning to using practical resources and jottings to solve multiplication 
and division problems. They will also be using a number line to solve addition problems and finding 
fractions of shape. We will be continuing our Mental Maths sessions each day. You can support your 

child at home by practicing counting forwards, backwards, remembering their number bonds or 
counting in multiples of 2s, 10s, and 5s. If you would like any support with this, please speak to your 

child’s class teacher. 
 

English 
This term in our English lessons, we will be exploring the fiction text ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and 

writing our own traditional tales. The children will look at the non-fiction texts ‘instruction writing’. 
The children will compare them to the fiction texts that they’ve already covered and use the special 

features of the texts to write their own instructions. 
 
 

The Big Outdoors!! 

http://www.letter-and-sounds.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


 

 

 
We will continue to do the big outdoors this term! We do take the children out in all weathers so please 
ensure your child has wellies and their puddle suit in school on these days 

1D – Tuesday  1BW – Wednesday 
If it is a particularly cold day on your child’s big outdoors day, please feel free to send joggers and a 

hoody into school on the day for them to wear beneath their suit. 
 

 
Year 2  

A message from the team 
Happy New Year to you all! We hope you have all had a wonderful half term and Christmas. Although 

it’s been an unexpected start to the year (again!), we would like to thank you all for your continued 
support in keeping us all as safe as possible by understanding any measures that we’ve had to put into 

place at school in these unpredictable times.  
Thank you for also for all of your support at home. Please feel free to speak to a member of the year 2 

team if you have any queries. 
 

Pioneers of History.  
We are very excited to start our new term with The Pioneers of History. Our topic this term will spread 

across two half terms. The first term will have a focus on The Stuart Period and the second term will 
focus on famous explorers.  

 
The Stuarts 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
During this term, we are going back in time to The Stuarts. We will learn about the Monarchs within 

this period of time and key events that happened during their reign; this will include the Civil War, The 
Restoration of Charles II and The Great Fire of London.  

We will enjoy learning about:  

• The 3 different Civil Wars and the battles that took place within them (looking at who won) 

• The two sides of The Civil War and who were the more effective army and why  

• The time period when England ruled with no monarchy  

• Who Oliver Cromwell and Richard Cromwell were  

• The difference between King Charles II’s actions within The Civil War in comparison to The 
Great Fire of London  

• The Restoration  



 

4 • The Great Fire of London. Looking at how the fire spread, the impact it had on London and key 
landmarks and how it was put to an end. 

We look forward to immersing ourselves by taking a step back in history.   
       

  

     
 

As part our Pioneers of History, we have an exciting Great Fire of London themed day planned on the 10th 
February. A letter will follow with more information.  

 
English  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This term in English, Year 2 are firstly focusing on creating suspense through a rewrite of a journey tale 
– The Way Back Home. We will be focusing on how to create suspense in our writing as our character 
faces many problems through the use of setting description to create a sense of isolation, short snappy 
sentences, adverbial openers and powerful verbs. We will also be working on describing the character’s 

feelings and senses to portray how nervous or excited they are to be going on their journey.  
 

After that, we will be moving on to diary writing, becoming a writer like Samuel Pepys. Our diary 
writing will be focused on The Great Fire of London, linking to our curriculum topic. The children will 
be using the information they have learnt about this event to inform their diary entries. We will also be 
encouraging the children to use paragraphs in their writing to separate new ideas, exclamation sentences 

and rhetorical questions. 

 
Maths 

 
A change to Maths 

This term, we have changed Maths slightly as we are now in 2 different Maths groups: one group with 
Miss Malpas and one group with Miss Gruncell. These groups are fluid and will help children to be able 

to focus on the specific aspects of Maths they need as they continue to build their Year 2 knowledge. 
The children have enjoyed their new groups and have made a fantastic start! 

 
This term, we are re-visiting number and calculations, looking at addition, subtraction, multiplication, 

division and fractions. We will be learning lots of new methods this term as part of this learning. Many 
of which you will see in our Maths homework.  



 

 

                                         

       
Year 2 Spellings and Homework 

 
Spellings remain on a Monday in Year 2. Please continue to ensure that your children’s spelling journals 
are brought in every Monday for new spellings to come home. Please can we ask that your children are 

practicing your spellings at home.  
As a reminder, the children are still receiving the set spellings (10 or 5) to learn but there will be 2 

additional mystery spellings for the spelling test where they can apply the spelling rule taught and gain 
smiley faces for any they get right. The scores will be marked as 10/10 with additional smiley faces up 

for grabs 😊. 
Homework remains to alternate from English to Maths. This is set on a Friday and due in the following 

Wednesday. Please ensure that this is brought it so that it can be marked before the following 
homework is given out.  

 
 

DATES FOR THIS TERM 
 

4th February- Chinese New Year.  
This is a non-uniform day where your children can wear red (if possible). Phase 1 will be taking part in 

a range of activities throughout the day. Examples include: learning the history behind it, arts and 
crafts, drama, retelling the story, learning how to write our names using Chinese symbols and making 

shadow puppets.  
 

9th February- Year 1s Monarchy Madness Celebration day 
 

10th February- Year 2s Great Fire of London Workshop 
  

11th February - International day of Women and Girls in Science. A fun filled day full of experiments 
and learning all about Women Scientists.  

 
Thank you all for your continued support here at Preston Hedge’s.  

Have a great weekend. 
Miss Malpas 


