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HELLO FROM MR BRENNAN 

Yippee! Summer is upon us! Yet again we have an action-packed term ahead in Phase 

Two. The children in Year Four are quite literally bouncing with delight as they continue 

their weekly trampolining sessions whilst our Year Three pupils have enjoyed perfecting 

their jousting ability during a recent fencing workshop. You could say their skills were 
‘on point’. Throughout the term our wonderful, creative pupils will continue their 

learning journeys alongside a variety of sporting pursuits. The prolific, Woodford Halse, 
gruelling Cross-Country event is on the horizon, and I cannot wait for the big day! I 

might even dust off my running shoes! To prepare our young athletes, Cross Country 

club is now ‘up and running’ so please encourage your child to grab their trainers and give 
it a go. Also, over the next term you will be given details about the exciting trips that 

have been pencilled in for our Year Three and Four pupils. I won’t spoil the surprise but I 

hope I have got you ‘thinking’ Year Four, whilst Year Three should be on course for a 

‘wild time’. In the meantime, enjoy the sunshine and please ensure your child has suitable 
sun protection measures in school.  

Mr Brennan. 

 
Welcome Miss Shah 

Miss Shah has joined our Year Three team whilst Mrs Shirley is looking after her new 

baby. Here is a brief introduction from our new, fantastic Year Three teacher, Miss Shah, 
“I have been a primary school teacher for the past 6 years in London and am really 

excited to have had the opportunity to join the Preston Hedge’s team. I am an 

enthusiastic, fun and creative teacher and love to see the progression of each child. I come 
with a sporting background, having played county women's cricket for 15 years as well as 

recreational netball. I am currently co-running the morning running club on Friday 
mornings for Years 3 and 4 alongside Miss Cadge and I look forward to getting involved 

in further activities throughout the school year.” 

 

 

 

 



 

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS 

Year Three – Out of Africa 

This term, Year 3 will be completing the topic, ‘Out of Africa.’ We will be looking at 
everything Africa, including where it is, the names of countries, the features of the 

countries, the climate and the animals and plants that live there. Without hopping on a 

plane, we will be getting as close to Africa as possible by using out hi-tech VR headsets 
alongside traditional atlas and map reading techniques. This will help us discover all the 

wonders hidden within this amazing continent. Our Science topic this term is all about 
light. We will be engaging in a variety of practical lessons discovering how light works, 

where it comes from and what it can do. Whilst in computing, we will be uncovering 
algorithms and creating sequences. This will entail using computers and I-pads and the 

programme, ’Scratch.’ Finally, during Music this term our young composers will be 

discovering different genres of music and talking about their specific characteristics. We 
will be tapping our toes and feeling the beat as we explore different rhythms and tempos. 

 

 

 

Year Three -English and Maths 

In English this term, we are going to start by looking at longer stories with a moral. Our 

class reader will be “The Secret Garden” by Frances Hodgson. This will be the basis of 
our own stories centred around a moral. We will then move onto looking at the features 

of non-chronological explanation texts before writing our own based on our topic, Africa. 

Our Maths focus this half term will be: 

Calculations – including missing numbers in all operations and using the inverse. 

Fractions – including fractions of amounts and using fractions to problem solve. 

Measure – specifically time and becoming fluent in reading time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year Four – Kinetic Sculptures 

This term, Year 4 will be completing the topic ‘Kinetic Sculptures’. As part of our 
learning, we will be developing our art skills to discover how to make a kinetic sculpture. 

In art, we will be focusing on the skill of 3D sculpting and will be creating our own 

kinetic mobile - this is inspired by the work of the artist Alexander Calder. We will 
discuss/trial different materials, equipment and processes within our art journey. We 

will be designing, trialling, making and evaluating our work when discovering the 
strengths and weaknesses of the piece we create. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Four -English and Maths 

This term, Year 4 will be applying their knowledge of animals and their habitats, to their 

new wild and wonderful English topic. Our inquisitive pupils will be developing their 
skills to inform, by creating their own non-chronological report about an animal. Using a 

wealth of primary and secondary resources, the young biologists will be conducting their 
own research about the animal which they will present within their own writing. 

Following this, the pupils will be developing their skills within English to write their 

own recount of an exciting event. In Maths, Year 4 will be building their knowledge of 
shapes, measurement and statistics, we will be developing our knowledge of this by using 

themed word problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DATES AND REMINDERS 

PE – Y3 Tuesday and Y4 Friday. Children must come to school in their PE kit on their 
day and ensure all jewellery has been removed 

Cross country Practice every Friday 8:15am 

Friday 27th May – Jubilee Celebration Picnic  

 

 

 

HAVE A WONDERFUL WEEKEND! 

Mr Brennan 

 

 


