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Welcome to this term’s newsletter! We have lots to review from last term 
and we will have a look what is in store for this term. 

But first… 

WELL DONE YEAR 6! 
 

Year 6 completed their SATs assessments this week and their approach to the week was 
fantastic. They all gave it 100%, kept positive throughout and really showed what 

wonderful children they all are. We are all super proud of all the hard work they have put 

in over the last year and now it’s time to relax, have some fun and make some memories 
before the end of the year!  

 
In other news, last term we celebrated World Book Day on Thursday, 3rd March. The 

children came into school with a variety of different costumes based on their favourite 
book characters and completed lots of activities to do with reading.  

 

 
We also celebrated Science Day with lots of different experiments throughout the day 

with Year 5 completing their Mission to Mars whilst Year 6 prepared to safely deploy 

their egg-headed pilots to ground level. What brilliant Scientists we have! 



 

 

 

 

In curriculum, Year 6 started to research electric cars and looking into different designs 

for their own. They created a consumer survey, collected the results and analysed them 
in Excel, creating pie charts and bar charts based on the results. Next, we will then build 

our own electric cars using motors, pulleys and cogs to become the next Elon Musk! Also, 

in Science, we explored light and shadow and experimented in refraction using multi-
coloured water. 

 
Also, do not forget to listen to Preston Beatz – our school radio station. Year 6 are 

working hard to get the latest news from around the school so be sure to check out their 

twitter (@PrestonBeatz) for the most recent instalment! 

 

 

Last term, Year 5’s topic was Mission to Mars! The children learnt about Goldilocks 
Planets and the Habitable Zone to hypothesize about a second planet for the human race. 

The children were exploring the importance of protecting Earth and how we need to look 
after our planet to ensure its future. The topic included understanding the science behind 

our Solar System, crucial links between the eight planets and how we can learn from 

Venus’ thick atmosphere to protect ours! The children thoroughly enjoyed the topic, and 
can explain which features of Mars would need terraforming to provide suitable living 

conditions for humans. 

 
Now let’s see what Year 5 and 6 have in store for this term! 



 

 
 

YEAR 5 
 

For the Summer term, Year 5 will be exploring Central and South America for their 

curriculum sessions. It is a Geography based topic which explores their variety of biomes, 
environments and subsequent flora and fauna. Furthermore, taking inspiration from Frida 

Kahlo, the children will create their own 3D portraits using a variety of media – including 
clay jewellery to really make the portrait pop! Finally, we will explore the countries music 

and compose exciting percussion ensembles to develop the children’s independence as 
musicians. 

In PE, we are currently taking 5P swimming – they have been absolutely wonderful so far 

and have done the school proud on their walk to and from the pool. 5M are looking 

forward to going after half term, and we have no doubt that they will be excellent, too! 

In Literacy, our book is linked beautifully to our topic as we delve into ‘The Explorer’ by 

Katherine Rundell. A tale of 4 children whose plane crashes into the Amazon Rainforest, 
the story will be our stimulus for dramatic flashback novels and then informative writing 

about the rainforest. The children will develop their use of tense and figurative language 
to write an emotive narrative in first person, detailing the contrast between the 

characters’ growing familiarity of the rainforest and their heart-pounding memories of 
the night they crash-landed. 

Finally, in Maths we will be revisiting shape and data whilst consolidating our Reasoning 
skills with plenty of practice every Friday. It has been fantastic to see how confidently the 

children have settled into their final full-term in Year 5. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
YEAR 6 

 
Now SATs are over, we have lot’s of fun activities and events planned! Firstly, next 

week, we have an archaeologist coming into school to help the children investigate scale 

models of the world in various stages of evolution, dinosaur models and genuine high-
grade fossil specimens. They will also explore how fossils are made and how to excavate 

fossils with Graham Wollard – an expert in the field. This is all part of our new topic: 
Evolution and Inheritance. As well as this, Year 6 also have a few animal visitors on 

Friday to explore evolution through different species and how inheritance works in a 
variety of animals.  

 

We will still be continuing Literacy after this by exploring the book “Floodland” by 

Marcus Sedgwick, a dystopian novel where England is now covered in water. The 

children will create their own big writes based on this wonderful and engaging book. In 
Maths, we will undertaking lots of different projects – one of them is based on 

tessellation; the repeating of geometric patterns.  
 

As we head into the last few months of Year 6, the children have lots to look forward to. 

We want to create a memorable end to the year for the children as they have worked so 
hard! We have lots of fun activities planned, so stay tuned for further updates… 

 
Dates for your Diary 

Friday 27th May – Jubilee celebration 
Children are invited to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee! They can dress up in royal or smart 

clothes with the colour theme of red, white and blue. We will have activities all day and 
create our own Queen-inspired bunting! There will be a Queen Platinum Jubilee trail 

with some interesting trivia questions and in the afternoon, parents are invited into 

school for an afternoon tea fit for royalty (a picnic on the field…). 
 

Thank you for your continued support here at Preston Hedge’s 
Mr Ayres 


