
Curriculum Newsletter Term 3 
  

 

 

Our theme this term is: 

Vietnam War & The Peace Movement: 
Our focus in the curriculum in Term 3 and 4 will be the Vietnam War and the peace 

movement closely linked to it. 

 

In Term 3, children will learn about the geographical features of Vietnam, where in the 

world it is compared to us and the divide of the North and South. During this term we will 

also look at the causes of the Vietnam War and its impact to the country and the wider 

world. Lastly, we will look at the jungle terrain and tunnels that were the sight of the War, 

making comparisons and identifying similarities and differences to other battlefields 

throughout history. 

     

Term 4 will give the children the opportunity to investigate the anti-war movement and 

the peace and love that surrounded it. We will discover how America became divided on 

its view of the war and how music and art were used to promote peace.  

Finally, in Term 4, we will develop our skills of debate. Using sources as evidence to 

support our ideas, we will create arguments for and against different aspect /events of the 

Vietnam War. This will culminate in a celebration day of debate.    

 



 

 

Knowledge Timeline 

 

 March 1959 - Ho Chi Minh declared all-out war in order to unite Vietnam under one 

rule. 

 December 1961 - US military advisors begin to take a direct role in the war. 

 August 1964 - The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution is passed by the US Congress after 

two US Destroyers were attacked by the North Vietnamese. This allowed US 

troops to use armed force in the area. 

 March 8, 1965 - The first official US combat troops arrive in Vietnam. The US 

begins a bombing campaign of Northern Vietnam called Operation Rolling 

Thunder. (which generally failed as the bombs fell into empty jungle area) 

 January 30, 1968 - North Vietnam launches the Tet Offensive attacking around 100 

cities in Southern Vietnam. By 1968 over half a million American troops were in 

Vietnam and the war was costing $77 billion a year. 

 July 1969 - President Nixon begins the withdrawal of US troops. 

 March 1972 - The North Vietnamese attack across the border in the Easter 

Offensive.. 

 

Key People, Vocabulary & Other Route 66 Information to research: 

 

 Rebels 

 Communist & capitalist 

 ‘Hawks & Doves’ 

 Youth movement 

  Ho Chi Minh 

 Viet Cong 

 Drafts 

  Pardon 

 Flower-power 

 

 

 



Art: 
In Art we will be creating graffiti images reflecting the plight of the Vietnam War. 

 

 

 

Science: 

 In Science we will be exploring Animals, including Humans 

 To explore how living things are classified.  

 To identify the key features of different animal classifications.  

 To give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics.    

 

 

PE: 

We will be learning the following as part of Hockey Curriculum: 

•Increase their knowledge regarding parts of the hockey stick. 

•Increase their knowledge of basic rules and strategy in floor hockey. 



•Increase their ability to handle a puck while dribbling around an obstacle course and in 

game play. 

•Increase their ability to pass and shoot as needed in a floor hockey game and activities. 

 

Maths: 

 In Mathematics this term we will be focusing on the strands of Arithmetic 

and Shape. 

Some of the objectives we will be covering are: 

 To divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using the formal written 

method of short division where appropriate, interpreting remainders according to 

the context including decimal remainders 

 To solve multi-step problems involving all four contexts, deciding which 

operations and methods to use and why 

 To use simple formulae 

 To describe positions on the full coordinate grid (all four quadrants) 

 To draw and translate simple shapes on the coordinate plane, and reflect them in 

the axes. 

 

GD Objectives 

 To express missing number problems algebraically 

 To find pairs of numbers that satisfy an equation with two unknowns 

 To illustrate and name parts of circles, including radius, diameter and 

circumference and know that the diameter is twice the radius 

 To solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known or can 

be found 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English – Reading and SPaG 
 

In English our focus is on Comprehension and SPaG  

Reading has two closely-linked skills:  

Comprehension - The ability to read a text and understand its meaning.  

Word-reading - The name given to recognising the words on the page. 

SPaG – Spelling Punctuation and Grammar  

 

This term we will be focusing on: 

• Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 

from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. 

• Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied. 

• Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key 

details that support the main ideas. 

• Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion and retrieve, record and present 

information from non-fiction. 

• Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read 

for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas. 

• Checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 

exploring the meaning of words in context. 

• Continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, non-

fiction. 

 

SPaG sessions are taught to develop their understanding of SPaG based on the  curriculum 

expectations and homework is sent home every three weeks. The homework will focus on 

specific areas of SPaG that the children will then discuss as a class. 

A weekly spelling pattern and investigation will be sent home on a Monday ready for a test 

on the following Monday. The children are asked to spend the week looking at the pattern 

and investigating and recording words that meet the pattern. An unseen spelling test will 

take place on the next Monday, which fits the given spelling pattern. 

 

 

 

 



Please try to encourage your child to read their given classic text, ‘Carries War’ and 

complete their reading journal on a weekly basis. By listening to your child read a few times 

a week or discussing, what they are reading with them will help your child to think more 

about what they are reading and aid their analysis skills. However, independently reading 

at home will also help your child to develop a passion for reading and help them process 

written information effectively. We ask that parents sign the reading journal each week to 

show that your child has completed their homework. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 


