
Reading at Preston Hedge’s
Year 3 and 4



Outline 

•What reading is like for you child

•How to support your child



Year 3
Individual Reading

Guided Reading

Comprehension

Reading For Pleasure



Individual Reading

• In Year 3, all the children change their books once a week.

• Children are listened to by a Teacher or TA.

• We spend time listening to the children 1:1 to ensure they consolidate decoding
skills, accuracy and fluency, as well to develop comprehension skills through
questioning.

• To ensure they are reading books that are matched appropriately to their ability,
we monitor the level they are on make changes where necessary.

• Can they read other books? Yes, please do!



Guided Reading

• Year 3 spend one afternoon a week undertaking guided reading.

• The children will rotate between learning with the teacher, teaching assistant,
independent learning and a session on the library bus, with our lovely librarian
Mrs Jan.

Why we do Guided Reading
• To maximise learning opportunities through small-group collaboration.

• To assess children’s reading skills and adapt practice accordingly.

• To enrich children’s reading experiences through exploration of a range of genres.

• To improve fluency and comprehension.

• To develop confidence and enjoyment of reading.



Comprehension

• Comprehension sessions occur weekly in Year 3 on a two week cycle. 

• In week 1 children work with their teacher and peers to study a short 
text and to answer related questions. 

• Week 2 enables the children to undertake a small twenty minute 
comprehension, before working through and editing their responses 
with their teachers.



Reading for Pleasure 

• School bus – Open after school Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

• Children have one afternoon a week where they can visit the bus

• School Phone Box

• Book Corners in each classroom

• Please encourage your child to read other books in addition to their individual 
reading books!  



Year 4
Individual Reading

Comprehension

Classic Texts

Reading For Pleasure



Individual Reading

• The children will be really taking off with their reading in Year 4. 

• Many will be reading much more fluently and starting to tackle chapter books, as 
well as developing their own reading interests and opinions. 

• Reading in Year 4 is about better understanding what has been read and beginning 
to think about how and why writers write.

• Your child will choose their own reading books more frequently now. 

• Some children will still benefit from levelled books at this stage to help them take 
steps towards reading longer books and to build their reading confidence. 



Comprehension

• Comprehension sessions occur weekly in Year 4 on a two week cycle. 

• In week 1 children work with their teacher and peers to study a short 
text and to answer related questions. 

• Week 2 enables the children to undertake a small twenty minute 
comprehension, before working through and editing their responses 
with their teachers.



Classic Texts

• Reading classic novels improves your child’s overall vocabulary and writing skills
and will help to provide the reading experiences needed to be a successful reader
within Phase 3.

• This approach also prepares our children for their transition to Secondary school;
when they will study literature.

• The process also provides an opportunity to read enriching text choices, which
they possibly would not choose for themselves.

• This allows them to develop a deeper understanding of the language used,
characterisation and dense sentence structures.

• In Year 4 the children will read The Borrowers and Stig Of The Dump



Reading for Pleasure 

• School bus – Open after school Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

• Children have one afternoon a week where they can visit the bus

• School Phone Box

• Book Corners in each classroom

• Please encourage your child to read other books in addition to their individual 
reading books!  





Sharing a book with your child, the importance of reading at 
home by Professor Michael Rosen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pH-CZ1eEcXs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pH-CZ1eEcXs

